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Dear Mr. Benedict: 
receipt of 
in 


, YT wish to acknowle 

your letter dated September », 195], 
which you requested an investigation of 
John Yon Neumann. 

Please be advised that an up-to-date 
investigation of Mr. Neumann has been instituted 
and upon completion a summary of the results of. 
the inquiries made will be forwarded to the =a 
Honorable Sherman Adams. a 

Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover ~ 
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When transmitting the summary 
the cover letter should reflect 

the following reference: "Reference ~ 
Mr. Stephen Benedict's letter." « 
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JOHN VON NEUMANN, SPI, REBUTEL OCTOBER FOUR, ARTICLE IN *NEW 

YORK POST" JUNE SIXTEEN, FIFTY FOUR INDICATES APPOINTEE TESTIFIED 
AT HEARING CONDUCTED OF DR, J, ROBERT OPPENHEIMER BY AEC BOARD WHICH 
RESULTED IN OPPENHEIMER-S SUSPENSION AS SECURITY RISK, ARTICLE 
INDICATES THAT IN CONNECTION WITH OPPENHEIMER-S FAILURE TO REPORT 
HAAKON CHEVALIER AS THE INDIVIDUAL WHO TRIED TO SECURE FROM HIM 
ATOMIC INFORMATION FOR RUSSIANS IN FORTY THREE, VON NEUMANN TESTIFIED 
"YOU HAVE TO VIEW THE PERFORMANCE AND THE CHARACTER OF A MAN AS A 
WHOLE, THIS EPISODE WOULD MAKE ME THINK THAT IN NINETEEN FORTY 

TWO AND FORTY THREE HE WAS NOT EMOTIONALLY AND INTELLECTUALLY 
PREPARED TO HANDLE THIS KIND OF A JOB, THAT HE SUBSEQUENTLY LEANRED 
HOW TO HANDLE IT AND HANDLED IT VERY WELL, I KNOW." WFO REVIEW 

AND REPORT PERTINENT TESTIMONY OF VON NEUMANN BEFORE AEC 

BOARD, NEWARK DEVELOP AND REPORT ASSOCIATION OF APPOINTEE AND 


OPPENHEIMER. | 
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eer bas PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE . REPORT MADE BY 


| 20/875 10/8/54 


JOHN VON NEUMANN,” | SPROTAL INQUIRY cs 
aka, John .R. Von Neumann sa | WHITE HOUSE 


REPORT MADE AT 


Rosaceae 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Dr. JOHN VON NEUMANN retained as consultant to the Los Alamos 
Seientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico, November 2, 

1943 to present. Highly recommended by associates at Los. 

Alamos as to professional capability and as to character, | 
loyalty, associates and trustworthiness. No eredit or criminal 
record at Los Alamos or Santa Fe, N. M. 


- RUC - 


REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to Albuquerque dated October 4, 
1954. 


DETAILS: The title of this case has been modified to 
include the name of JOHN R. VON NEUMANN as 
reflected by personnel records of the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Investigg etteietie amos, New Mexico, was 


conducted by Meand at Santa Fe, New Mexico 


by SAG 8 | 
s1¢ EMPLOYMENT 
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AQ 77-485 


advised that he has n 

me He stated that within such pe ted ie has had both 
professional and social contacts with VON NEUMANN whenever he 
has been at Los Abamos. He has also served on a number of | 


dif entific committees with Doctor VON NEUMANN. i 
e has "the very highest regard" for the | 
professional capa ty of Doctor VON NEUMANN and also the highest — 


regard for his integrity, character, loyalty and trustworthiness. 
He continued that he has the highest degree of confidence in | 
VON NEUMANN and that he would recommend him without qualification 

for any position of trust with the United States Government. 


advised a e has Known Docto JHN VON NEUMANN since 
During such period he has had intermittent contact with VON 


NEUMANN at Los Alamos and other places a professional 
and a social basis. e has the highest 
respect for VON NEUMANN an at considers the attitude of 


VON NEUMANN toward "Security Matters" to be very commendable. 

> He stated that he feels certain that VON NEUMANN is “anti- 

- Communistic™ in his political belief, but that he does not 

& exhibit any appreciable intere or become involved, in 

a political natters. MIMS «corner VON NEUMANN highly 
se as to character, reputation, loyalty, and professional capability. 
He stated that when Doctor VON NEUMANN is at Los Alamos he , 
associates only with individuals who hold very responsible 
positions in connection with the daboratory and with “top” 

people in the theoretical field. : | 


ee. is also nthe well siuaesiaii | 
s. KLARA VON NEUMANN and considers her to be 


with 


AQ 77-435 — 


of excellent character and reputation and completely loyal to 
‘the United States and the Democratic: form of government. He: - 
added that when Doctor VON NEUMANN and his. wife are-in Los - =:.° 
-- Alamos they ere, reside in temporary quarters at The Lodge. ~* 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


He stated he believes the VON NEUMANNS. to be — 

of good character and reputation, but that he does not know nen 
well enough to comment on their loyalty to this country. He 
added, however, that nothing unfavorable concerning them has ever 
come to his attention. 


CREDIT RECORD 


At_ Santa Fe, New Mexico 


which covers Los Alamos, Se states = x, 


that agency do not contain any information relative to Doctor 
JOHN VON NEUMANN or his wife, Mrs. KLARA VON NEUMANN. 


CRIMINAL RECORD 


l At Santa Fe, New Mexico 


The records of eee « 
checked with negative results and Oo not contain any 


information relative to Doctor VON NEUMANN or his wife. 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


Records of 
checked with negative ey y 
information relative to Doctor JOHN VON NEUMANN or eth wife, 
KLARA DAN VON NEUMANN. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


The files of the AEC Security Branch at Los Alamos 
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AQ 77-485 
were “reviewed. and do not contain ‘any pertinent - “Watoreati be :: es “al oe 
> relative. to. JOHN VON NEUMANN or. his’ ios ‘ASARA DAN NON NEUMANN, 
except as. E bileniess ‘reported. | 
| - RUC - 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO 2 DIRECTOR, FBI 


| : DATE: 10/8/54 
bic ; 
FROM C, ALBUQUERQUE (77-1485) 
SUBJEC HN VON NEUMANN, aka 
., SOHN R. VON NEUMANN. =... 
: SPECIAL INQUIRY ~~. WHITE HOUSE’. _ i — 
| - Re Bureau teletype to Albuquerque dated 10/4/54. 
4 There is transmitted herewith two copies of report of — 
bic SA QR 3: <3 10/8/54, at Albuquerque, titled as captioned 
above. | | 


: The attention of Bureau .is respectfully directed 
to report of SD 32:6: 12/8/53, at Albuquerque, 
entitled JOHN VO -E (Bureau File 116-1914), which 
reflects that the below identified individuals have been named 
as particular social associate 


Ss of VON NEUMANN at Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, over a period of years. 


ee 0e© @ e@ 
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The Bureau is in possession of some previously reported | 
derogatory information relati 


ve to all of thése individuals, 
full details of which are not available to the Albuquerque office 
at this time. , 
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|... SOHN VON NEUMANN 8 | SPECIAL INQUIRY mo 
a : et . : ee e 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Applicant currently employed as consultant for Ballistics Research Labora-— 
tory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. Associates at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground state no question of applicant's character, loyalty, reputation 

or associates. (Credit and criminal negative. 
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nid FERENCE: Report of SA a Baltimore, Maryland dated 
April 8, 197; 
Report of Ss I 522 2072 > Maryland 
dated September 17, 1953; 
ome Bureau teletype dated October 4, 195); 
eg Bureau telteype dated October 7, 195). 


DETATLS: 
EM? LOYMENT 
“| hic : AT ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MARYLAND 


Civilian Persmnel Division, advised 
that the appointee's appointment as a consultant was extended on July 1, 195) 
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fer a term not to exceed thirty days in fiscal year 1955 and not to extend ms 
beyond June 30, 1955.. no = ie a a ry 


"OSs a 


| | allistics Research Laboratories, advised tha’ 

VON NEUMANN continues in his Capacity as a consultant for the laboratories | 
and that they emtinue to consider him a person of high moral character, — 
reputable associates, excellent reputation and undoubtedly loyal to this 
country. , a ae 


CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 


Maryland, advised that 
ere are no records in their respective offices for the appointee or 
his wife, Aberdeen, Maryland is in Harford County. There is no estab- 
lished credit bureau in Harford County. 


advised Skis | 
respectively, that they were unable to locate any records for 
or his wife. 


MIS G4LLANEOUS 


berdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
advised that no information reflecting adversely on the character, repu- 
tation, loyalty or associates of the appointees has been brought to the 
attention of the Post Intelligence Officer. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


| REPORT MADE AT DATE was ae FOR patie sacs REPORT MADE BY | | | 
NEW YORK 8 /sy| 0/-8/, | ie 


TITLE 


JOHN VON NEUMANN = . ———*—s ss SPRCTAL INQUIRY 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


‘ Article in "New York Post" indicates appointee 
testified at-hearing conducted of DR. J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 
by AEC Board. Information in newspaper article regarding 
appointeets testimony set out. No credit record appointee 
and relatives. No criminal record, appointee!ts daughter, 
MARTANA VON NEUMANN, Setauket, N.Y. No criminal record appointee 
and relatives, NYC. 


- RUC - 


REFEBRENCH: 

Bureau teletypes to New York, 10/l/54 and 10/7/shL. 
= DETAILS : 
: Miscellaneous 


The "New York Post", a daily newspaper, under date 
of June 16, 1954, carried an article written by WILLIAM V. 
SHANNON headed "OPPENHEIMER Appeal Denies Stand Caused Delay 
in Building H-Bomb". This article indicates that DR. JOHN VON 
NEUMANN, a professor at the Institute for Advanced Study and 
a member of the Atomic Energy Commission's General Advisory 
Commission, testified at the hearing conducted of DR. J. RCBERT 
OPPRHHSIMER by the Atomic Energy Commission Board, which hearing 
resulted in OPPENHEIMER'S suspension as a security risk. The 
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a man as a whole. This episode would make me ‘think that inh . 
1Sh2 and 1943, he was not emotionally and intellectually prepared. 7 
to handle this kind of a job; that he subsequently | pe ernee. how *- 205 
to handle it, d handled it very well, _ know, " a ; — * 
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nomnrormation concerning appolin ee, nis mother, MARGARET VON 
NEUMANE, brother, ee T VON NEUMANN, oF daughter, MARIANA VCN 
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Magistratets Court; Cl 


Pocated for appointee or his above-named relatives. 
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During an applicant type investigation of appointee's 

former wife, MARTETTE K. KUPEA, tn 195, it was indicated that 

appointee's daughtsr, MARTANA VON NEUMANK, resided with Mrs. 


pp Saree EP * 
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JOHN VON NEUMANN 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ent at 


ae ae Fr Ae ais 2 yt alty, ability - 
associates and patrictisn. Radiation 
Laboratory, advise VON WEC 


ANN of excellent reputation as a scient: 
credit or criminal record maintained. 


eBUCe 
REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to San Frmeisco dated 10/l1/Sh. 
DETAILS: AT BERKEIZY, CALIFORNIA: 


APPROVED AND , / j 
FORWARDED: iL 
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b70 | a scientist. 


some a pofesdonal. 60 contact with YON NEUMAN cover a cons: derable pe 
but that he has not had much social contact with him. 
considers VON WEUMANN ome of the most bri llient scientis 
that he has an excellent: reputation in ‘the Laheradeaeend 
that he has had no reason to question VOM" | 


the United States, or kis patriotion in any in af ©: : 
_ prevents hin from cee farther. a ee a aa ey 

advised that he knows VON NEUMANN by reputation only. He stated that VO" 

WEUMANN is well regarded in the profession and has the reputation of being 

one of the most brilliant winds in the sei entific field of mathematical 

physicists. has mover received any derogatory 

information conce & loyalty, character or associates. 
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WAYS FROM NEWARK 11 7-56 P 
DIRECTOR FBI oo sURGENT,,. 
JOHN VON NEUMANN, SPI, REBUTEL DATED OCTOBER FOUR, FIFTYFOUR, 
NEUMANN PRESENTLY EMPLOYED AT INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, hic 
PRINCETON, N,J, THE FOLLOWPNG ASSOCIATES OF VON NEUMANN REGARD 

HIM AS A LOYAL AMERICAN AND RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF 


THESE ASSOCIATES ADVISED THAT DUE TO THE FACT THAT VON NEUMANN 


AND DR, J, ROBERT OPPENHIEMER, WERE BOTH MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE 
FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON, N,J,, THAT THERE WAS A CLOSE 
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE TWO ON AN INTELLECTUAL BASIS .g NEIGHBORS 
OF yON NEUMANN ADVISE HE AND HIS FAMILY HAVE EXCELLENT REPUTATIONS 
AND ARE REGARDED AS LOYAL AMERICANS OF GOOD CHARACTER AND 

r ASSOCIATIONS, RECORDS OF 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


VON NEUMANN presently employed at Institute 
For Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, where he is 
a close associate of Dr. J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER, 
as a fellow scientist. Associates regard 
NN as a loyal American and recommend for 
of trust. Neighborhood favorable. No 


ok- 


additien 
VON NEOMANN's record at Qa Sg 
satisfactory. , , 
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REFERENCE: Bureau Teletype to Newark, 10/h/5u 
DETAILS: 
EMPLOYMENT 


Institution For Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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Study, advised he first became well acquainted with 
b1ID VON NEUMANN at the Bullistics Laboratory at t 

Aberdeen Proving Grounds during the periof of 
| | | * hm was stationed 
APPROVED AND 
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there and VON NEUMANN was a consultant at the laboratory. He 
stated he has been closely associated with VON NEUMANN at 
the Institute since as both he and VON NEUMANN are 

in the eld of mathematics. e stated that his association 
from to the present with VON NSUMANN has been on a 
social as well as scholastic basis. He advised he has had 
numerous opportunities to discuss various topics, political 
and otherwise, with VON NSUMANN and is of the opinion that 
VON NEUMANN is a one hundred percent loyal American. He 
regards VON NEUMANN as one of the few really great mathe- 
maticians alive today and that there was absolutely no 
question in his mind as to the character, loyalty, or 
assoofations of VON NEUMANN. He stated VON NEUMANN is the 
type @f. individual who would place the good of the United 
States above everything else and that he would not hesitate 
in any way in recommending YORK NEUMANN for a position of 
trust. 


a sdvised VON N=UMANN's association 
with Dr. d. INC LMER was based on the fact they 
are fellow scientists attached to the Institute For 
Advanced Study where they had close daily contact, 


University, advised as nas had ea close association with 


VON NEUMANN since approximately and that he knows 

him on a social basis as well as sc olastically. He stated 
he regards VON NSUMANN as ons of the great men in the 
country and stated it would be difficult to find anyone 

who could compare in character and loyalty. He advised 

he 4s also acquainted with VON NEUMANN's wife and regards 
her as a loyal American, He stated he had no doubts and 
has never heard of anything which would cause him to doubt 
the loyalty, character or associates of VON N=UMANN and that 
he would not hesitate in recommending VON NEUMANN for any 
position of trust. 


a «:«: «: that as the Institute For 
Advanced Study, of which VON NEUMANN is a member, i8 a 


small group of eminent professors and Dr. /. ROBERT 
OPPENHEIMER is the Director of this group, there is a close 
association between VON NEUMANN AND OPPENHEIMER. 
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ee Princeton Univers 
VON NEUMANN ever since | 
at Princeton University. in ON NSU 
Dr, HUGHNE fr. WIGNER were appointed to the Jones 
Professorship 4n mathematics and physics which wes 4 joint 
professorship between the University of Berlin and Princeton 
University. During the course of this professorship VON 
NEUMANN alternated between the University of Berlin and 
Princeton University on @ half year basis. This lasted 
until 1933 wnen HITLS: took over Germany, when both Vo 
NEUMANN and Wegner cee back to Princeton. “+ steatec 

YON REOMANN has been at Frinceton University ever since 

that @ime. He advised VN NEUMANN wes appointed to a 
professorship in the School of Mathematics at the Institute 
for Advanceg dy i 933, 193 and is stiil there in that 


Y wes 


Te HORTA etn oes ee nse sas 
oe ee) in connection Wit-) ns Or femss Of 


wean WON NSUMANN is the Foremost authority in the country. 
As a result of which he head frequent occasions for dis- 
cussions with VON MIUMANN. He regards VON NGUMANN as tne 
best mathematical brain in the world end as a friend and 
colleague, he nas alweys found him to be an entirely 
reliable and trustworthy person. He stated that there is 
no question in his mind regarding VON NEUMANN's character, 
loyaity or essoctations, and he stated he would recommend 
him for a position of trust. 
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eos Sedvised VON WEUMANN has been associated 
with Dr. J. ROBSRT OPPENHEIMER for a number of years as they 
are fellow scientists, members of the Institute for 

Advanced Study, and also as OPPENHAIMER had been director 


of the Los Alamos Laboratory and VON NEUMANN was & consultant 
to this project. 


Bee OM Univers 
e VON NEUMANN 
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NEUMANN $s a mathematician, they have stiiit had a close 
association, since they came to Princeton. &8 stated 
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VON NEUMANN is thoroughly loyel to the United States and -s 
the type of person who would be an excsilent security risk 
in any position of trust. He stated that durine the long 
period he has known VON NSUMANN, he has never had any reason 
or indication whatever to doubt his character, loyalty or 
associations in any way. 


tated that due to the fact VON 
NEUMANN is a member of the Institute For Advanced Study 
and Dr. J. POPERT CHPSSNHEIMER is the Director there ‘is 
a close essociatior netwesan the two on an intellectuvai 
basis, 


Dr. J, RORERT OPPENHEIMER is the Director of tne 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J., and during 
sorla vcr II “22 was the Director of txe Los #iemos 
Laboratory. In December 1953 nis security clearance was 
suspended by the Atomic =nergy Commissicn and following 
e hearing by the AEC in 195i this suspension was upheld. 
This case received nation-wide publicity. 


=I GHBORHOOD 


The following individuels were interviewed and 
furnished substantially the same information: 


They stated their association with VON NSUMANN 


was limited to occasional parties in the neighborhood 
and that they had no close association with him. They 


advised the VON NEUMANNS were very quiet people in the 


neighborhood who stayed by themselves most of the time. 
They had an excellent reputation in the neighborhood 
end were regarded as loyal Americans of good sharacter 
and associations. 
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ID eflected VO EUMANN 


and contained nothing 


unfavorable. 


Radvised his records reflected no additional 


information other than that previously reported, 
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Applicant appointed Consultant, Office, Secretary of Defense, 7/1/5), and 

was appointed Consultant, Air Force Special Weapons Project same date. 
Appointed member General Advisory Committee to Atomic Energy Commission 
2/27/62. term expiring 8/1/5h. Appointed Consultant, Advisor to AEC, 8/2/Sh | 
to extend through 6/30/55. No additional information White House Personnel 
Office. Credit, Sriminal, HCUA, OSI, no record. Ko additional pertinent 
information CSC. Applicant's testimony before Personnel security Board, 

SEC, in matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHSIVER, reviewed. No acditional pertinent 
information in files of AEC Security Office, Secretary of Defense Security 
Office, Air Force Special weapons Project Security Office. 


RUC 


w0nS: Bureau teletyne to Albuquerque dated October hb, 195). 
New York teletyse to Sureau dated Cetober 7, 195k. 


DSToILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. Cc, 


+ . 2 e 
EMPLCYMENT 


SA eviewed the applicant's 201 file 
maintained in e€e secretary of Defense, Personnel Office, 


Which indicated thet the asplicant, on July 1, 195k, received an 
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_of the ir Force Special #eapons ~roject. There was no dero gatory or 
‘additional Sie nat! ioe teen in this file. i ; ‘ 


White House 


“CO 116-875 


C 


_ .€cepcea appoinemeny 4s a onsultant. The appointmens was ior a ‘Ww 
. “actually. employed" pabis’ is the: “Office . pf- the Assistant Secretary 
~~ Defense. (Research: and Devel opm xent FOR ae 
-Pefielon Atomic Energy.  Theregas “no: ) derorabory or: “edcitional porttag Dee ate 
‘information in chis; Tile. Br ao re, Bes 4 ge 


3). to serve. “on. the “echt rial eee A 


a 


ee The applic ant Is security file maintained in sate Secuzity Fice, - oF 
Office, Secretary of Defense, upon review revealed no additional pertinent ° S 
information. 


SA sviewed the applicant's file maintained in the 
Personnel Office of the Department of the Air Force Special Weapons Project, _. 
which indicated that he was appointed a Consultant on July 1, 195h, to ac, 
serve on a "when actually emoloyed™ basis in the Weapon Effects Division 


a a é 
A review of ine applicant's security file maintained in the 


Security Office, Air Force Special Weapons Project, failed to reveal any 
additional nertinent information concerning him. - : 
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SPS e bP. Liane er es Person el, 20, Tuimisnes cee Canc *s 
personnel file “to SA — ae that on February 27, 
1952, the former Presi sRY S. TRUMAK, appointed applicant a member 
of the General Advisory Comittee tO apt Atomic Energy Commission for a 
term expiring August 1, 1° Su. On .uzmust 2, 195), the applicant was : 
appointed a Consultan) sc the AEC to ae as an Advisor to she Commission. fj 


This employment was to extend through dune 30, 1955. No additional 
pertinent or derogatory information was found in the above records. 


eee. Personnel Clearance, Washington 


Area Securi Tae , Security Division, AEC, furnished the applicant 's 
file to SA ich, upon examination, reflected no additional pertinent 


information Peererning hime 


Office, advised 5a s Piles: reflected | 

no additional informition regerding the activities or the applicant curing © 
the past year othet than that sent to the bureau in the letter ios dice Rese 
the investigations. 4 re ie. 
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No poco of the ees was Pound in the piles: of the ae 
| Washington, Dé Ge, on the date checked; ~ 


inive mumber of Daearas eam Ie Prcores Deng. out of “wt 
file and unavailable for review. oe 
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The files of the United States Park Police were - checked and no 
record of the applicant was found therein. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

It was determined from a nee of the files of the House 
Committee on Un-imerican Activities that no record of the applicant was eae 
found therein. | | a 


The files of the Civil Service Commission, Investigations 
Division, were checked and no additional pertinent information conceming 
the epplicant was found thereine 


The files of the Office of Special Investigations, Department 
of the fir Force, were checked anc no record of the applicant was found 
therein. 
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Office Memorandum + onirep STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 10/18/54 NE 
Belfhont __ 
Harbo 
Mohr ___ 
\ Parsons __ 
Rosen ____ 


susjecr: JOHN VON NEUMANN | Sizoo 


SPECIAL INQUIRY Tele, oon 
Holloman __ 
Gandy 


TO : Mr, \osen 


This is to furnish information contained in a summary con- 
cerning Von Neumann, concerning whom an investigation was ordered on 
10/4/54 at the request of the White House, as Von Neumann is a candidate 


for the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Included_in summary = In April, 195%, Von Neumann testified before the 

ersonnel Security Board of the Atomic Energy Commission in the case of 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, whose atomic energy clearance was suspended as a 
result of the hearings. In testimony, Von Neumann said his association 
with Oppenheimer was based on mutual employment at Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, New Jersey. Associates advised that appointee and 
Oppenheimer were associated on an intellectual basis. 


Forty-nine individuals who are business associates, social 
acquaintances, neighbors, and others highly recommended the appointee 
as to his character, reputation, loyalty, associates, general standing 
and ability. | 


RECOMMENDATIONS 7264904 -/6 


(1) That the attached summary be furnished tecthe THenomshle._- > 
Sherman Adams at the White House and the Attorney General. ve 


(2) That inasmuch as the appointee is or has beén employed as 
a consultant to the Office of the Secretary of Defense; G-2, Department 
of the Army; Office of Naval Intelligence; and the Atomic Energy 
Commission, that the attached summary also be furnished to these agencies. 
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Temm 
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Vinterrowd 


Tele. Room ___ 
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The. Attorney General - Oetober 18, 1954 


Director, FBI PERSONAL AED cour errr 


JOHR VON NEUMAN ALL IRFORMATION CONTAINED 
SPECIAL INQUIRY SCHEIN i alg SIFIED 


DATE @ 13 8 By... & yay 


Pursuant to the request ef Mr. Steph 
the white House dated September 30, 1954, am investigation hes 
been conducted by this Bureau concerning gohn Yon Neumann, the 


fhe investigation covered inguiries as to the 
appointee's sharacter, loyalty, general etending and ability, 
but no inquiry was made as to the sources of his income. 


In addition to the White House, dissemination has 
been made in this matter to the Honorable Lewis Strauss, 
Chairman, Atomic kmergy Commission, inasmuch ss the appointee 
has a "Q" clearance with the Atomic Energy Commission and is 
a member of the General Advisory Committee of the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


Dissemination hes also been made to the appropriate 
officials of the office of Navel Intelligence, and.G-2; united 
States Department of the Army, inasmuch e# the Appointee is or 
has been @ consultant to the verious branche, GRe Armed 
Forces. The Department of Defense has been furnished & copy 
ef the summary eas the eppointee is & consultsens to the office of 
the Secretary ef Defense on the Technical A@visory Panel on 
Atomic Energy. | - = 
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er sahdins 18, 1954 


| The information contained in this summary was ee 
developed during the course of applicant-type {nvestigations - | 


‘gonducted in 197 and 1953 by this Bureau eoncerning the - 


appointee as well as information developed during the course 
of the current investigation. | a - etcuee 
- 14 esener ee TOS are) AINED 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


Birth 


Employment and other records reflect that John 
Yon Neumann was born December 28, 1903, at Budapest, _ 
Hungary, the son of Margaret Von Neumann and Max Von Neumann. 


Naturalization 
The appointee immigrated to the United States on 


January 28, 1930. He was naturalised in the United States 
District Court at Trenton, New Jersey, On January 8, 1937. 


Fducation n 8 & 


From 1909 to 1921, the appointeera£teled 
elementary and high school in Budapest, Hangprgs, 


He attended the University of. Hetiin at Berlinpeen, 
Germany, from 1921 to 1923. a 2 oe 


a ~@ 
From 1923 to 1925, he attended ths Yeleral Institute 
of Polytechnics at Zurich, Switzerland. He was awarded an 
Engineer of Chemistry degree from the institute. 


During 1925 and 1926, the appointee attended the 
University of Budapest at Budapest, Hungary. He rece as 
a Ph.Ds.degree@ from the university in 1926. 


wm 


a; 


_In 1947 Von Neumann was awarded an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Science by Princeton University, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


Employment 


Prior to the aypointee's entry into the United 
States in 1930 he had been an instructor at the University 
of Berlin and the University of Zurich. 


In addition to the above-mentioned employment 
the appointee has been employed as follows: 


On August 18, 192, he was appointed a consultant 
to tne Ballistics Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. Fron. that date to the present 
time the appointee has been eriployed as a consultant by 
the laboratories on a "per diem busis when actually employed." 
The avpointee's contract expires June 30, 1955. His personnel 
file contains no unfavorable information concerning him. 


On July 1, 191.7, he was anpointed a consultant 
in the Nathemetics Division, itescarch Devertment, weval 
Ordnance Laboratory, White Oak, IHuryland. He remeined so 
employed until July 1, 1950, at which time he was an7nointed 
a consultant in the Aeroballistics Research Devartment of 
the laboratory. He has received yearly reappointments to 
the vresent time. He is paid on a "er diem basis when 
actually employed." His versonnel file contains no unfavorable 
information concerning him. 


The appointee has served as an “expert consultant" 
to the Bureau of Ordnance, War Department, Aberdeen, Maryland, 
on a per diem basis from September 2, 1940, to April, 197. 


On February 13, 1950, he received an excepted 
appointment as a consultant to the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project. He received yearly reappointments as a 
consultant, the last appointment being given on July 1, 195. 
The appointee's personnel and security file contain no un- 
favorable information concerning him, 


The records of the office of the Secretary of 
Defense reflect that the appointee received an excepted 
appointment as an expert consultant on February 28, 1949, to 
the Research and Development Board of the Committee on 
Atomic Energy, Washington, D. C. He received yearly 
reappointments, the last appointment being given on July l, 
1954. This employment is on a "per diem basis when actually 
employed." The appointee's file contains no unfavorable 
information concerning him. 


On February 27, 1952, Von Neumann received a 
Presidential appointment as a member of the General Advisory 
Committee tothe Atomic Energy Commission. On August 2, 195h, 
he received an appointment as a consultant to the Atomic 
Energy Commission. This contract is due to expire June 30, 
1955. His personnel file contains no unfavorable information 
concerning him. 


From September 7, 1942, to August 31, 1945, he was 
employed. on an intermittent basis as a consultant by the 
Bureau of Ordnance, Department of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


From February 26, 191, to September , 1942, and 
from April 1, 19h, to May 17, 1946, he served as an expert 
consultant on explosives on a part-time voluntary basis, 
without compensation, tothe National Defense Research 
Committee, Washington, D. Co — 
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A number of persons interviewed concerning the 
appointee's employment advised that he is a capable 


individual who possesses a high degree of integrity and 
ability. 


Marital Status 


The appointee married Mariette Kovesi on June l, 
1930, at Budapest, Hungary. In divorce proceedings at 
Reno, Nevada, in October, 1937, the appointee's wife charged 
the appointee with cruelty. She was awarded a divorce on 
November 3, 1937. 


A number of persons interviewed during this investi- 
gation advised that the divorce resulted from a lack of 
mutual interests and that there was no scandal attached to 
the divorce. 


One child, Marina Von Neumann, born March 6, 1935, 
at New York, New York, resides with the appointee's former 


wife at Setauket, New York. The appointee's former wife is 
remarriede 


The records of the United States District Court at 
Trenton, New Jersey, reflect that Mariette Kovesi Von Neumann 
became a United States citizen on September 10, 1937. 


The appointee married Klara Dan in Budapest, 
Yungary, on November 15, 1938. She entered the United States 
on December 15, 1938. The records of the United States 
District Court at Trenton, New Jersey, reflect that she 
became a United, States citizen on December 26, 1942. The 
appointee and his wife reside at 26 Westcott Road, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 
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includes business associates, 


II. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


Interviews 


During the course of this and previously mentioned 
applicant-type investigations, a number of persons interviewed, 
social acquaintances, neighbors 
and others and they commented favorably as to the appointee'ts 
character, loyalty, reputation, general standing and ability. 
They highly recommended him for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 


Persons who commented as above are: 


rr Radiation 
Laboratory, University of California, 


Berkeley, California. 


: fe Radiation 
yy, University of California, 
Berister: California. 


MEnerat Advisory Committee to the Atomic 
eer ey Commission, Washington, D. C. 


et eee c a Project, Institute for 


Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


EE 2 22:2 
Department, Institute for Advanced Study; 


Princeton, New Jersey. 


Mathematics 
Department, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 


—— for Advanced Study, Princeton, 


New Jersey. 


bane 
Ns 


2 
3 


Oak Ridge National Laboratories, sie >... 


Tennessee. 


Laboratories, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


Oak 
Oak Ridge, 


ge 
Tennessecée 


Theoretical Physics Division, University of 
California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


ysics Division, University of California, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


0-52 021 
Physics vision, University of California, 


Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


University of 
New Mexico. 


a ornia, Los Alamos, 


University 
New Mexico. 


EY 0220622: :2 
O: a ornia, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


The Lodge, Los 


O a » Los amos y 


Alamos, New Mexico. 


CD © 2 Losce, 


Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


niversity 
-of California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


ieiesiseemeereeel Princeton, New Jersey. 


bic 
LID 


peice 

: ep t 

“2 Sige i 
ae 


WE «2021105 Department, 
~ Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Mathematics 
niversity, Princeton, 


rinceto 


epartment, 
New Jersey. 


= 2:2: 00 Laboratory, 

University of California, Berkeley, California. 

ree 
Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley, 


California. 


esearch Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 


Aberdeen, Maryland. 


o the 
director, Ballistics Section, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. 


ED 2-21: -::-: 
Researc aboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 


Aberdeen, Maryland. 


i Ballistics Research 
ories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 


Maryland. 
=: <1: Research 
Laboratories, erdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 


Maryland. 
ee :...--- Ballistics Division, 
erdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. 


nstitute for Advanced Study, 


rinceton, New Jersey. 


Mathematics Department, 
iaInstitute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Princeton 


University, Princeton, New 


BB. wo ay 
if 


Mathematics 
Department, Princeton University, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 


for Ad e udy, Princeton, New Jersey. 


boratories, Princeton, New Jersey. 


a Physics Department, 
Paimer Laboratories, Princeton, New Jersey. 


rinceton, New Jersey. 


Princeton, 


erseye 


"IC eee 
ae Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 
as: Engineering Department, 
rinceton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 
SD «2 0r2t cs Department, 
ns ute Io vance udy, Princeton, New Jersey. 


y, Princeton, New Jersey. 


os Alamos Project, 
niversity of Ca ornia, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Ballistics 
aboratories, erdeen Proving Ground, 


Aberdeen, Maryland. 


abo ; erdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 


Maryland e 


Yr 
La 
Sele 
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bt 
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New Mexico. 


amos, 


As an example of the comments offered, the 
following interviews are being set forth: 


considers the appointee to per cent American" 


and that he has never had any reason to questionhis loyalty. 
He recommended the appointee highly for a confidential 
position. He advised further that he has never heard any 
unfavorable information concerning the appointee. 


- : : advised a e 
ane has known the appointee sinceg fe stated that he knew 
the appointee and 
that he worked wit! FE appoOLnvee in Los Alamos, New Mexico, 
in 1943. He related that Von Neumann is a genius of a 
—— scientist and has made great contributions to science. He 
said the appointee is acutely aware of the great danger of 
ae the Russian plans for world domination and he proclaimed 
» that the appointee is definitely "anti-Russian." He 
4 
: 
: 


described the appointee as a person of good character whose 
associates are reputable individuals. He stated that the 
appointee is loyal to the United States in all respects 

and is a person who can keep a secret and be discreet in 
his conversations relative to security matters. He highly 
recommended the appointee for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 


mdvised 
Se anc 8 wife since about 
| Both stated that the appointee and his wife are loyal 
to e United States and are more pronounced in their 
statements indicating such loyalty than the average citizen, 


6m ° ‘ Law so ~Sezczsere 
en ee 


‘, 
in view of their being naturalized citizens of the United 
States. “Both commented favorably as to the character, 
reputation and loyalty of the appointee's immediate family. 
They further advised that the appointee has reputable 
associates and is very security conscious in regard to 
confidential information. Both highly recommended the 
appointee for a position of trust and confidence with the 
Government. 


bic 
bib 


advised that the appointee is of excellent character and 
reputation and is a loyal American. All stated that the 
appointee has reputable associates and they highly recommended 
him for a position of trust and confidence with the Government. 


Organizations 


Investigation has determined that the appointee is 
or has been elected or appointed to various positions in the 
following organizations; 


: Nassau Club, Princeton, New Jersey; Cosmos 

. Club, Washington, D. C3; American Mathematical 
ee Society, Providence, Rhode Island; Econometric 
fi Society, Washington, D. C; National Academy 

‘ of Sciences; American Philosophical Society 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 


Credit and Criminal 


The records of the law enforcement agencies and 
credit bureaus covering the places of residence of the 
appointee in the United States were checked and no pertinent 
identifiable information concerning the appointee was obtained 
except as foliows: 


The records of 


s “TO = 


Agency Checks 


During the course of this investigation the records 
of the following governmental agencies were checked and no 
further pertinent identifiable information concerning the 
appointee was obtained: 


House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
Office of Naval Intelligence. 


Es 


Passport Office, United States Department 
of State. 


Security Office, Office of the Secretary 
of Defense. 


Office of Security, Atomic Energy Commission. 


ee Office of Special Investigations, United States 
__ Department of the Air Force. 
ws 


Central files of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 


The records of the Investigations Division, United 
States Civil Service Commission, reflect that a record 
check and inquiry was made concerning the appointee under 
Executive Order 9835, on October 31, 1949. No question of 
loyalty or unsuitability was disclosed and the investigation 
reflected no additional pertinent or unfavorable information 
concerning the appointee. 


Relatives. 


a 


Investigation has determined that the appointee's 
father died in July, 1929. A number of persons interviewed 


oa Ge 


ead 
Reigns 


&: ste hy 
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during this and the previously mentioned applicant-type 

investigations commented favorably as to the character, 

reputation and loyalty of the following relatives of the 
appointee; 


Mother, Margaret Von Neumann, Brooklyn, | 
New York. 


Brothers, Michael Von Neumann, Brooklyn, 
New York. 


Nicholas Von Neumann, Washington, 
D. Ceo 


The records of the law enforcement agencies and 
credit bureaus covering the places of residence in the United 
States of the above-mentioned relatives of the appointee 
including his wife were checked and no unfavorable information 
concerning them was obtained. 


Investigation has determined that the appointee's 
mother was naturalized on July 2, 1946, in the United States 
District Court at Brooklyn, New York. The appointee's brother, 
Michael, was naturalized on December 6, 1949, in the United 
States District Court at Brooklyn, New Yorke 


Miscellaneous 


2. 72 = 


vee 
ei 
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advised 

own @ app He stated that 

the appointee and his wife are persons Of unimpeachable 
character and that he has never had any reason to question 
their loyalty to the United States. He advised that they 

are both very intelligent individuals and he has never heard 
them express more than a normal interest in political 

ideology or political questions. He stated he has known the 
appointee to be affiliated only with professional organizations 
and furthermore has only known him to associate with responsible 
and loyal individuals. 


on Neumann is the actual 
originator of much classified data and confidential infor- 
mation relative to experimental weapons and to the best of 
his knowledge the appointee has always been very careful in 
the handling and protection of such classified information. 
He pointed out that Von Neumann and he were involved in an 
incident at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in August, 1953, which 
might be considered a procedural security violation but 
stated that he does not consider that the appointee was 
actually responsible for this matter in 
scribi the incident, he stated that 
ey ee a , a Atomic 


mee arrived at Los Alamos on a 
ZuUSt, » upon very short notice. These 
desired to obtain the opinions of Von Neumann an 


relative to a matter in a vitall ncerne 
at that time. They explained, however, ee ne 
only spend a few hours at Los Alamos and tha ad not been 


possible to furnish the security officials of the Atomic 
Energy Commission at Los Alamos sufficient data for them to 
furnish the appropriate clearances and passes for admission 
to the restricted areas at Los Alamos. 


ee :: 5 <: that there was no question 
na of either the appointee or himself tha <a. 


Sunday 
individuals 


in the mi 


1a 


S 


—es..-- actually cleared for any information in 
connection with the Atomic Energy program. He said that 
the appointee did voice an objection to discussing any 
such information on Sunday at The Lodge, inasmuch as The 
Lodge was outside of the guarded or restricted areas 
where all confidential or classified work is performed. 
He advised, however, that he and the appointee eventually 
acquiesced and did enter into a discussion of ha 
matter because of insistence ME could 
not remain at Los amos 41 the following Monday. 


He informed that the discussion was commenced 
over the direct objection of Von Neumann who appeared 
fully cognizant that such a discussion should not have been 
commenced outside of the appropriately guarded or restricted 
areae He explained that neither he nor the appointee 
discussed their work or anything that was being done at 
Los Alamos and that actually in his opinion the data which 
were discussed were not of a highly classified nature. He 
expressed the opinion that he is quite certain that the 
appointee has never made a practice of discussing classified 
information in public places and that Von Neumann is very 
G@iscreet and careful in his conversations. He concluded 
that the appointee can be completely trusted with confidential 
information and he highly recommended him for a position of 
trust and confidence with the Government. 


A number of individuals who were employed with 
the appointee at the University of California, Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, advised that the appointee is a capable and 
competent individual who possesses a high degree of integrity 
and ability. They said he is discreet in the handling of 
confidential and classified information and they highly 
recommended him for a position of trust and confidence with 
the Government. All further stated that the appointee is 
very security conscious and they consider him to be 
entirely trustworthy. 


os 
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ia 
Mexico, advised that he has worked rather closely the 
appointee in his position as a consultant since about 1946 

or 1947. He expressed the opinion that the appointee and his 
wife are individuals of excellent character and reputation «th? 
are loyal to the United States. He said the appointee has never 
entertained any sympathy for any foreign Government or type of 
Government. He added that Von Neumann and his wife have at 
various times appeared to be quite disturbed about the threat 

of Communism or Communist domination in both Europe and the 
United States. He related that they have always appeared to be 
completely opposed to any such political philosophies. 


as .. is cognizant of the fact that 
Israel Halperin, a reputed Soviet espionage agent, was at one 


-time a student of the appointee but stated that Von Neumann 
has never indicated to him that he had any particular close 
association with Halperin. He stated that he never had any 
indication that their association exceeded a normal professor- 
student relationship. He concluded by stating that he 
considers the appointee to be thoroughly trustworthy in regard 
to confidential information and he said he would give him his 
highest recommendation for any position of trust and confidence 
with the Government. 


ie | ee 


b7 
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A number of other persons interviewed during this 
investigation furnished substantially the same information 
as d they highly recommended the appointee for a 
position of trust and confidence with the Government. 


_ The "New York Post," a daily newspaper, on June 16, 
1954, carried an article headed "Oppenheimer Appeal Denies 
Stand Caused Delay In Building H-Bomb." This article indi- 
cated that Dr. John Von Néumann, a professor at the Institute 
for Advanced Study, and a member of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission's General Advisory Commission, testified at the 
hearing conducted concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer by 

the Atomic Energy Commission Board, which hearing resulted 
in Oppenheimer's suspension as a security risk. The article 
stated that in connection with Oppenheimer's failure to 
report an individual who attempted to secure from him 

atomic information for the Russians in 1943, Von Neumann 
testified, "You have to view the performance and the 
character of a man as a whole. This episode would make me 
think that in 1942 and 1943 he was not emotionally and 
intellectually prepared to handle this kind of job; that he 
subsequently learned how to handle it and handled it very 
well, I know." | 


~17- 


Referred 


In connection with the hearing held by the 
Personnel Security Board of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
J. Robert Oppenheimer's clearance was suspendeca in December, 
1953, pending the outcome of this hearing. The hearings 
were held from April 12, 195), to May 10, 1954. On May 27, 
1954, the Board recommended in a two-to-one advisory opinion 
that Oppenheimer'ts clearance not be reinstated. On June 29, 
1954, the atomic energy commissioners by a vote of four to 
one confirmed the action of the Personnel Security Board 
and denied atomic energy clearance to Oppenheimer. 


6 noted on page of this 
summary, advised that the appointee is one oi the few 
really great mathematicians alive today and there is no 
question in thgir mind as to the character, loyalty, or 
associations of the appointee. They stated that Von Neumann 
would place the good of the United States above everything 
else. They advised that the appointee's association with 

Je Robert Oppenheimer was based on the fact that they are 


278< 
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fellow scientists attached. to the Institute for Advanced 
Study at Princeton, New Jersey. They advised that 
Oppenheimer is the director of the Institute for Advencea 
Study and during World War II, he was director of the 

Los Alamos, New Mexico, Laboratory. They stated that 
there is a close association between the appointee and 
Oppenheimer on an intellectual basis. They advised that 
the appointee is a "one hundred per cent loyal American" 
and they highly recommended him for a position of trust 
and confidence with the Government. 


Confidential informants of known reliability 
who are acquainted with various phases of Communist Party 
activity in the areas where the appointee has resided in 
the United States advised that they are not acquainted with 
the appointee and are not aware of any activities on his 
part. 
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Honorable Sherman Adams een 
The Assistant to the President ax we, 8% - oy 
fhe White House ALL IRECRMATION CONTAINED 


Washington, D. C. ESMEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
7 -ORTER, 13 aia» pe 


My dear Mr. Adams: 


In accordance with the request of Mr. Stephen 
Benedict deted September 30, 1954, an investigation has been 
conducted by this Bureau concerning John Von Neumann, the 
results of which are reflected in the attached ‘summary. 


The investigation covered inqui rigs ab to the 
appointee's charecter, loyalty, general standing and 
ability, but no inquiry was made ag to the ep euress of his 
income. x 
— 4 eo =, 
Dissemination in this matter has also con made 


Be yy 


to the Honorable Lewis Strauss, Chairmen, Atomic ergy 

Commission, inasmuch as the appointee has a "@ efearance 

with that ageney and is presently serving ‘as e“member of the 
ff General Advisory Committee of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Dissemination has been made in this matter to the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense inasmuch as Yon Neumann is 
serving as @ consultant to the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense on the Technical Advisory Panel on Atomic Energy. 


Dissemination has also been made to the appropriate : 
officials at G-2, United States Department of the Army, and 
Office of Haval Intelligence as the appointee is or has been 
@ consultant to ‘the various branches. of the arate Foros 
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Boardman 
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Winterrowd ____ 
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My dear Mr. Secretary: _ DRIES aa | | 


7 _ By letter dated september 30, 195h, Mr. Stephen 
Benedict at the white House requested an investigation 


of John Yon Neumann, who is a candidate for the Atomic 
Energy Commission. | =« § 4 


Tee 


inesmuch as the appointee is “consultant to 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense én. the Research 
and Development Board of the Committee‘Gn- Atomic Energy, 
& summary reflecting the results of the duveBtication 
conducted by this Bureau concerning Von Néummin is 
attached. a So en 
\ + xz 
The investigation covered inquiries as to the 
appointee's character, loyelty, general Stending and 
ability, but no inquiry was meade as to the Bources of 
his income. 


The above is furnished for your information. 


Sincerely yours, 
Je Edgar Hoover 


AL. 
ao IG. on 


Nichols __ 
Belmont 

Harbo 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Sizoo 
Winterrowd 
Tele. Room ___ 
Holloman 
Gandy 


f= 


ee | 


BAC Aeris, eS OY 


AQ 7 wy 


iS 
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Department of the Army. * 7 é Registeved MLO 
. Phe Pentagon : a 4 ae A eee 
Washington 25, D. C. 


From: aohn Edgar Hoover, Director | | 
Pederal Bureau of Investigation 


Subjest: JOHN VON NEUMANN ne 


& 


4s 
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Commission. | 


inasmuch as Von Reumann has" serSed-es an expert 
consultant to the Bureau of Ordnance, war artment, Aberdeen, 
Maryland, a copy of a summary reflecting e-resuits of the 
investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning Von Neumann 
is attached. It is noted thet reports Fefleqting the results - 
of an applicant-type investigation senhicted sey this Bureau in. 
1947 concerning Yon Neumann have already beez furnished to you. 


The informetion contained in the appk cant-t e investigation 
has been incorporated in the attacked’ cumasy, 


The investigation covered inquiries as to the 
appointee's sharacter, loyalty, general stending and ability, 
but no inquiry was made as to the sources of his income. 


ALL The above is furnished for your information. 
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A, 
October 18, 195k 
PERSONAL AHD CO | 
. Ue . at ay CORPORATION CONTAINED +, ee . 
| Honorable Lewis Strauss peers : 


Atomic Energy Commission 
19th end Constitution Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. : - 


to 4 BEES UNCLASQPFIED | _ Q OR "ge 
Chairman — | pare SQ I] AS yf Bt. See 


Dear Admiral: oO 
By letter dated September 30, 1954, Mr. Stephen 
Benedict et the White House requested an investigation of 
John Yon Neumann, who is a candidate for the Atomic Energy 
Commission. ; | 


Inasmuch as the investigation discfbsad that 

the appointee iz presently serving on the Gefe Advisory 

Committee of the Atomic Energy Commission;yja@coBy of a 

summary reflecting the results of our fleet inefae is 
cting 


attached. It is noted that reports reflect h 6 results 

cs of applicant-type investigations conductéa®’ By 8 Bureau 

: in 1947, and in 1953, concerning Yon Nex thay already 

a been furnished to your ageney. The informsZion contained 

7 in the applicant-type investigations was inBosforated in the 
attached summary. 7 ; : 

3 The investigation covered inquiries eas to the 

| appointee's oharacter, loyalty, general standing and ability, 
but no inquiry was made as to the sources of his income. as 


The above is furnished for your information. 
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Date: October 18, 195) PERSONAL AND CONF] —— 


fo: Director of Naval Intelligence Resisrered 
| Department of the Navy 2 


The Pentagon 
ae Washington 25, BD. Ee. , 
Fron: John Edgar Hoover P Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation | 
Subject: JOHN VON NEUMANN ait eFORMATION CONTAINED 


a af , cp 
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Rare, &[JB [27 Bye AS 


By letter dated September 30, 1954, Mr. Stephen 
Benedict at the White House requested an investigation of 
John Yon Neumann, who is a candidate for the Atomic Bnergy 
Commission. | | 


Inasmuch as Von Neumann has been ea sonsultant to 
the Naval Ordnance Leboratory at White Cak, Marylend, @ copy 
of a summary reflecting the results of the investigation 
concerning Von Neumann is ettached. | 


The investigation covered snquiried as; to the a 
appointee's character, loyalty, general standing-and ability, 
but no inguiry was made as to the sources .ofhis income. | 
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‘BY COURIER SERWICE 


Honorable sherman Ad 


ans a oe 
fhe Assistant to the President | 


The White House pu eronsSTON CONTAINED = Vlg 
Washington, D.C. EEREES 19 URSLASSIFIED. 4) HBS 
DATE.2, 13.8 9. BY. Sel AC y 


My dear Mr. Adams: 


Reference is made to my letter dated October 18, 
195), which transmitted a summary reflecting the results 
of an investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning 
John Yon Neumenn. oe are 


The October 19, 1954, issue of the Washington 
"ryening Star" contained an article which reflected that 
Von Reumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Operations in June, 195k. 
The erticle further revealed that the testimony wes 
released to the public en October 19, 1954, and it 
indicated that Von Neumann criticized the Government's 


security program. 
For your information in this matter, there are 


attached Photostate reflecting the appointee's testimony m= | 
of June 15, 1954, before the committee as reported on ~* = oo 
pages 371 through 366 of the transcript of the hearings. = i 

Photostats of Von Neumann's testimony have been: = fe 


furnished to all agencies which received copies of the = =~ 
summary az indicated in my letter of October 18, 195h.5 Vio 
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t NOPE: equest, réceiyéd from White” Hous 

by letter ibtea 5/36 /5h to investigate Yon Neymann &8 

-he is a candidate for the AEC. 

completed and summary memoranda transmitted to White 

House and Attorney General 10/18/si). Subsequent to 
transmission of summery, 


"—~atts 


Washington “Evening Star," 


reflected release of appointee's testimony before . 5 on; 
subcommittee of the Committee on Government. Operatio 


. Favorable investigation 


10/19, 


i 


%, 


before which appointee testified in June, 1954. Photostats of — 
Von Neumannts: testimony also furnished to AEC, Office of Secretary 


of Defense, G-2, Department of the Army, and ONI as appointee is 
a consultant to these agencies, 
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fhe Honorable r a 
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My dear Mr. Secretaryt 


Reference is meade to my letter dated October 18, 
195), which transmitted a summary reflecting the results 
of an investigation conducted by this Bureeu at the request 
of the White House concerning John Yon Heumann. 7: 


The October 19, 1954, issue ef the Washington 
"eyening Star" contained an article whieh reflected thet 
von Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Operations in June, 195). 
fhe article further revealed that the testimony was 
released to the public on October 19, 1954, and it 
indicated that Yon Neumenn criticized the Government's 
security program. 


Por your information in this matter, there are 


attached Photostats reflecting the appointee's testimony = 

of June 15, 195, before the committee as reported pn 2 _, 

pages 371 through 386 of the transcript of the hearingse — 
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October 21, 195) 


PERSONAL AND C ENTIAL 
BY COURIER VICE 


Honorable Lewis Strauss | ee eee 
Cheirman Tr eek | 
Atomic Energy Commission ee cp ele eee es Se ae eS, 
19th and Constitution Avenue, Hor thwest.....-c iy CONTAINED: 58 
Washington, D. C. 4 He = ee ee | 


Dear Admiral: 


Reference is made to my letter dated october 18, 
195, which transmitted a Summary reflecting the results 

of an investigation conducted by this Bureau at the Pequest 
of the white House concerning John Yon Neumann. ##  « . 


The October 19, 195h, issue of the washington 
"Evening Star" contained an artiele which reflected that 
Von Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Operations in June, 195k. 
The article further revealed that the testimony was 
released to the public on october 19, 1954, end it 
indicated that Von Neumann criticized the Government's 
security program. 
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For your information in this matter, there are 
etteched Photostats reflecting the appointes's testy 
of June 15, 1954, before the committee as reported $n = 
peges 371 through 386 of the transcript of the ‘hearingr, 
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Winterrowd ____ 
Tele. Room ___—s—- 


Date: October 21, 195) PERSONAL AMD C 
To; Assistent Chief of starr, g-2 BY REGIST 
of the Aray Sy * 


IDENTIAL 
Department - : ae / Pe 


From: —s John Edgar Hoover, Directer 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


| ALL INFERRATION SRNEAINED 0) pi 
Subject: JOHN Vor EK EUMANR : HEREIN } URELAGS IFIED 


DATER J) |.29. EY Sael REPS 


Reference is made to my letter dated october 18, 
195k, which tranamitted a summary reflecting the results 
of an investigation conducted by this Bureau at ths request 
of the White House Concerning John Yon Heumann, 


The October 19, 1954, issue of the Washington 
"Evening Star" contained an article which reflected that 
Von Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Cperations in June, 195). 
The artiele further revealed that the testimony was 
released to the public on October 19, 1951, and it 


indicated that Yon Neumann criticized the Government! s 
security program, 
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For your information in this matter, there are 
% attached Photostats reflecting the &ppointee's testimony 
“~ of Jane 15, 195h, before the committee as reported on 

pages 371 through 386 of the transcript of the hearings. 
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From: john Edgar Hoover, pirestor 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
subject: JOHN VON NEUMANN i Oe oy: es a 


Seferencs is made to my nice dated saudi 16, 
195), whieh transmitted a sumsary reflecting the results 
ef an investigation conducted by this Bureau at the request 
of the White House concerning John Yon Neumann. 


The October 19, 1954, issue of the washington 
"“Rwening Star” contained an article which reflected that 
Von Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Operations in Jue, 195k. 
The article further revealed that the testimony was 
released to the public on october 19, 1954, and it 
indicated that Von Heumann criticised the Governusnt' s 
security progran. 


Por your information in this matter, there are 
attached Photostats reflecting the appointse's testimony 
of June 15, 1954, before the committee as reported on 
pages 371 through 366 of the transcript of the hearings. 
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‘némorendum dated october 18, 


Reference is made to my menor 
195k, whieh transmitted a summary peflecting the results ef 
an investigation cenducted by this Bureau at the request of 
the White House concerning Jehn Yon Weussnn. a / 


The october 19, 195k, issue of the washington 
fpyening Star" contained en artiele whieh reflected that 
Yon Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of the 
Committee en Government Operations in jane, 195). The . 
article further revealed that the eeshigrysg Peres released 
to the public on October 19, 1954, and it {cated that 
Yor Neumann criticized the Government's security program. 


For your information in this matter, there are 
attached Photostats reflecting the appointee's testimony 

of June 15, 195k, before the committee as reported on 

\ pages 371 through 386 of the transcript of the hearings. 
In addition to the white House, Photostats of 

Neumann's testimony have also veen furnished to all 

cies which received cepies ef the summary 46 indicated 

um of october 18, 1954. 3 
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ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE MILITARY 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 1054 


Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MILITARY OPERATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 9:45 a. m., in room 1501, New House 
Office Building, Hon. R. Walter Riehlman (chairman of subcom- 
mittee) presiding. 

Mr. Ritu uMan. The subcommittee will come to order. I would 
like to have the record show the members who are present. Mr. 
Ikard is on his way, and I understand Mr. Lipscomb will be here very 
soon. Mr. McCormack and Mr. Riehlman are present at the moment, 
and I understand Mr. Lantalf is on his way over, too. _ 

We are very fortunate to have Dr. John Von Neumann, professor 
of mathematics at the Institute for Advanced Study at) Princeton, 
N. ol. 

Doctor, you have been informed, of course, by our staff of our 
interest in this research and development program. You know that 
we are trying to develop as many facts and as much information as we 
possibly can along the lines as to whether or not we are getting out of 
our research and development program all that we should; and we are 
anxious to find out from people of your background, and 1 know you 
have served on many important committees, any views and informa- 
tion that ean help advance this program of research and development. 

That. is in general terms exactly what this committee is interested 
in, and I think that we have sent to you, and I think that you have 
studied, several questions. I] would like to ask this question of vou 
at. the outset, Doctor, whether or not. you feel that this type of a pro- 
gram instituted by this committee is a worthwhile type of program, 
and whether we are advancing along the proper lines, or whether we 
are just rehashing something where we will never discover or develop 
or help this program. 


STATEMENT OF DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN, PROFESSOR OF MATHE- 
MATICS, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON, N. J. 


Dr. Vor Nrumann. J feel that the questions you sre asking are 
the decisive ones and of course are questions which have been asked 
before, and it is very necessary to ask them again and again, and I 
think the best way to handle these things has not been developed yet, 
and it will take a long time before it is developed. So I think these 
are verv important questions that should be looked at now. 

Mr. RreHLMAN. I appreciate that, and we recognize that we must 
reevaluate consistently and constantly our programs to try to develop 
better ones and more advanced ones. 


Notet.— Asterisks denote classified material deleted, 
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The subcommittee is very happy to have your appraisal in this 
field. With that statement, would you like to make a statement to 
the subcommittee, and then we will ask you some questions? 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. May I then say a few things which come to 
my mind? 

Mr. RiEHLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Dr. Von NrEuMANN. You will see whether they are in the direction 
which you consider most relevant, and you will then probably direct 
the discussion in the direction in which you think it should be directed. 

J understand that you are concerned with the management of 
research and development in the Government. 

Mr. RrExLMAN. That is one phase of it. 

Dr. Von Neumann. With the methods of developing it. 

Mr. RirwuMAN. That is right. 

Dr. Von Neumann. The immediate questions are whether it should 
be handled in military organizations the way it is now, whether it 
should be handled in more or less separate civilian organizations, 
whether there should conceivably be a complete civilian organization 
to handle all research and development for the military. 

Jf not, how much should be handled in house, and how much should 
be handled by contract. To the extent to which it is handled in mili- 
tary organizations, is there anything in the military organization 
which is not well suited for this kind of thin , or are the necessary 
adjustments made or what adjustments should be made? 

i assume these are roughly the things you would want comment on. 

Mr. RiruuMan. Yes; we very much appreciate your comments on 
those issues. 

Dr. Von Neumann. Speaking of these issues, I would like to say 
that during the war, of course, there was a separate civilian organiza- 
tion which handled research and development. It did not handle 
everything, because there were military laboratories at the same time 
which, by the way, to @ large extent, were manned by civilians, but 
still a large part of the rescarch and development during the war was 
handled by a separate civilian organizations, namely, the OSRD. 


: ZO _ § It is a question which, of course, everybody has been asking, whether 
ve i there should be such an organization now, or whether it should be 
: « ¢ renewed when an emergency arises, or how one should proceed. I 

— | { would think it would be quite difficult to return to the old method, 
~ F because the need for a separate civilian organization existed then be- 


cause the militery research and development organization was quite 
small in 1841, anc it had to be expanded very rapidly, and the quickest 
way to do it, with amateurs, with people from the outside, was in a 
separate organization, : 
Now research and development in the military has grown enor- 
mously. It has nearly the dimensions of the wartime OSRD. It 
; would be very difficult. to graft another civilian organization on top 
of this. Tt must be admitted, of course, that if, as, and when there is 
an emergency, this will create a problem. 

In other words, during the emergency of 1941 the fact that the 
existing organization was small made it easier to improvise and made 
it easier fo make fresh starts. If there is another emergency like this, 
i will be much more difficult, because there is a large organization 
already, there are already many people who, by their past backeround, 
must be tempted to think that they know all the answers, yet: when 
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there is a real crisis, nobody can know all the answers. This will be 
a source of complications. In other words, a large establishment is 
useful and necessary, but it also produces some rigidity. This cannot 
be helped. To sum it up: It will be quite difficult to set up a separate 
civilian o ization. 

So I would on the premise that there will not be a separate civilian 
organization, but that things will be handled in the Department of 
Defense. 

I realize that this is not the only possible way. In Creat Britain 
there is a separate organization, a Ministry of Supply, which does 
research and development for the services, but the whole institutional 
and organizational background is very different, and 1 think it would 
be very difficult to copy it here in America. 

Mr. McCormack. Wil rou state briefly what vou consider to bo 
the difference between the British and what would be here in a civilian 
organization? 

r. Von Neumann. J don’t know the organization very well, so the 
statements I make are superficial, but I think that a merger of tho 
civil service and the military has taken place to a larger extent there 
than here. In other words, the military and the civilian organizations 
are probably more separate in their backgrounds and in their setup 
here than they are in England. 

This is second-hand information on my part, because ] don’t know 
the British organization very well, but I know plenty of people who 
have worked in it. They uniformly said that f would not be easy to 
transplant. However, as I said, this is not my personal experience, 

The thing that I do know first hand, and which impresses me 
greatly, 1s that it was much easier to set up the civilian OSRD in 1941 
than it would be in the future, as ] have said above. Jt could probably 
only be done by taking the existing military Jaboratories away from 
the military and this would produce even worse problems. 

These laboratories are now working with the military and have 
adjusted to each other and now know each other's problems, and if 
they were separated, one would have to go through another apprentice- 
ship in that regard. J think it is.a very difficult operation, and one 
should think very carefully on it before one embarks on it. It. would 
be much more difficult than it was in 1941. 

Mr. Bauwan. There is another possibility here which might 
exist. I understand that you are speaking of a civilian organization 
outside of the military department, but you want it to be understood 
that there might be a research and development organization within 
the Department of Defense, but still on civilian lines, in which the 
military support functions are distinct and separate from the organi- 
zation itself. 

Dr. Von. NeuMAnNnN. Very much so, and I argued against. a complete 
separation. That is, separation to the degree to which the OSRD 
was separate, or the degree to which the British Ministry of Supply is 
separate. 

Mr. Batwan. And we understand that vou will speak to the pomt 
of the desirability of separating it within the Department of Defense. 

Dr. Von NeumMANnN. Within the Department of Defense, L think 
there could be more separation than there is today. 

Mr. McCormack. You mean more autonomy? 

Dr. Von Neumann. Yes, more autonomy. There are all sorts of 
difficulties in marrying the civilian function of the research and 
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development with the military and those things deserve very careful 
study in each case. ed 

One of the major aspects of the problem is in a military laboratory, 
whose personnel is primarily civilian, that in most cases the adminis- 
trative head of the Jaboratory is military. This, in itself, need not 
bewrong. The military produce many good administrators. (In 
this connection there is another viewpoint which ought to be brought 
in about administration, to which I will comeina minute.) However, 
there is one thing in the normal military organization which fits in 
very badly, and regarding this something should be done. This is 
the military rotation system in such positions. 

Normally, an officer rotates out of a laboratory in 4 years. 

Mr. McCormack. How often? 

Dr. Von NEuMANN. Four years. 

Mr. McCormack. I thought it was much quicker than that. 

Dr. Von Neumann. I think that is true. 

Mr. RrEHLMAN. It is 2 years, as a rule. 

Mr. Batwan. And at Cambridge Research Center they had 12 
- different commanding officers in the past 6 or 8 years. 

Dr. Von Neumann. The Army Ordnance averages 4 years. 
ee McCormack. We are talking about the Air Force and the 

avy. 

Dr. Von Neumann. -This is, of course, very bad. No industrial 
organization would leave an executive for only 2 years in such a job. 
The laboratory director, who has to live with his staff and know them 
very well, of course, develops his main usefulness only after several 
years. Two years is completely absurd, because anybody in a com- 
plicated job spends the first year in finding out what it is, and the last 
year in preparing to leave. 

There are exceptions. I have known laboratories where the same 
officer remained in charge for a decade, and some of those laboratories 
were very good ones, and in each case one of the main reasons why it 
was so good was that the man did stay so long. 

It is bad for the professional carecr of an officer to stay too long on 
one assignment, and particularly to stay too long in a technical assign- 
ment. If an officer stavs for 10 years, that is proof that he is inter- 
ested, and that creates a presumption that he is well suited for that 
job. Yet, this is definitely the exception. This rotation is bad 
administratively and it makes things unnecessarily difficult for the 
civilians who are the laboratory head’s lieutenants, and who are 
running the place. 

It is unreasonable to expect an executive to readjust himself every 
2 or 3 years to a new boss. It should be changed. 

Mr. McCormack. In my mind, the uppermost proposition is what 

licy would be consistent with the national interest of our country? 

hat is paramount. Everyone has to make sacrifices at times in the 
national interest. 

On the question of rotation, without regard to the past, but based 
on your experience with the past and present, we would like to get 
your views as to how vou think there might be developed that rela- 
Henslup between the military and the scientist that will be conducive 
to the best interests of our country. 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. I think it will be desirable to develop officers 
in charge of major installations who should have a long tour of duty 


there. 
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Mr. Lantarr. Is it not possible that romising officers in the 
military faced with a long tour and the erabloi of getting lost in the 
military promotion cycle might shy away from research and devolop- 
ment if they were on long tours. You would have a considerable 
pressure on the part of your military brains to stay away from research 
and development so that they would not get lost, so they could keep 
up with the promotions of their fellow officers? 

Dr. Von Neumann. This is undoubtedly true; but I think the 
amount of good that the ablest man can do is important, too. So 
it would be preferable to get those who are sufficiently attracted to 
that job. 

Mr. Lanrarr. Even though that might be an inferior type of 
officer. 

Dr. Von Neumann. They are not inferior. They are probably 
better suited for this type of administration. They might be less 
ambitious, but even this is not necessary. 1 think it ought to be 
possible to develop a system in the military, where there are promotion 
possibilities for those oflicers, too. After all, the ee and de- 
velopment in the military is a pyramid like every other part of every 
other organization, including the military, and the possibilities of 
promotion could be considerable. The officer in charge of the entire 
research and development system is a very high officer, 1 think the 
highest officers in this class are lieutenant generals, so this is a per- 
fectly good goal, even for a very ambitious officer, 

Mr. McCormack. You mean the avenue for a reasonable promo- 
tion in justifiable cases should be established and be open? 

Dr. Von Neumann. Yes, sir; it should not be bad for the officer’s 
carcer that he has been sitting in one laboratory for 10 years. It 

Yu be established that this is an im- 
portant branch of the military. This is, of course, realized, but it 
should be realized that this branch of the military has its own modus 
operandi, 

Mr. Lantarr. I think that there are many adjuncts of that policy 
of extending it which has to be looked into. 

Dr. Von Neumann. I think the area is important enough that it 
should have criteria_of its own, that whether or not an officer has a 

ood record and is fit for promotion should depend on how he per- 
Faigle on the job under the criteria of this area; it means that this is 
a type of specialization. 

Mr. McCormack. We had evidence from a professional career 
officer who retired recently that in his opinion in the field of research 
and development, the best man, the best person, should be recog- 
nized, whether they are in the uniform or out of uniform in the field 
of research and development. That is in the laboratory work and 
development. What is your view on that? 

Dr. Vox Neumann. | am all for it. But one has to look into this 
question, too: What are the difficulties of bringing people into that 
area?) My first remark was based on granting that the head of a 
laboratory is military. In this situation | consider it a mistake that 
there is not a research and development administration career within 
the military, and that the officers who are doing this are not doing it 
for a longer period. 

Mr. McCormack. By a commander, the head of the military, you 
mean a qualified man. 
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Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes. 

Mr. McCormack. You do not mean somebody with his rank? __ 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. That is right. It is true in many types of 
organizations, in industrial organizations, and also in academic or- 
ganizations, that it is by no means necessary that the head adminis- 
trator should be the best technical specialist in the field. There are 
other human properties which are needed for administration. How- 
ever, the head should be somebody who has an absolute grasp of the 
field, who understands that it is important, who understands that it 
has autonomous criteria, and who wants to make it his life work, and 
not a short. tour of duty. 

I think the military philosophy of the short tour of duty is that the 
field commanders should have an appreciation and understanding of 
the technical things that back them up, and the best way to acquire 
this is to put as many of them as possible into charge of various labora- 
tories, since this will educate them to understand the technical things 
which they will need in the field. . | 

This, in itself, is reasonable, but it is an awfully expensive way to 
achieve this idea by impairing the administration of large laboratories 
which employ thousands of men and represent tens of millions of 
dollars in investment. It is a very bad idea to make the administra- 
tion of absolutely vital units an arca for education. 

Mr. BaLwan. Couldn't there be an understanding where an officer 
attached to a research and development center could be there for 
training purposes or for familiarity with that, rather than for com- 
mand and line responsibility? , | 

Dr. Von NevmMann. Of course. The head of the laboratory, 
whether military or civilian, could have a large number of militar 
officers who are moving through the organization. I know one civil- 
Inn organization, Which IT think is not in your province, but which 
really has the sare problems, and that is the Atomic Energy Commis- 
stan. Take the Atomic Energy Commission laboratory in Los Alamos, 
itis under civilian direction. There are, of course, numbers of military 
officers there. Also at Sandia Laboratory next door to Los Alamos, 
which does another part of the job. Some of the officers are there for 
short tours of duty. They are not running the laboratory. They 
are there for a short tour of apprenticeship, and depending on their 
seniority they have more or less important jobs, but they are not 
pohhevmaking if the laboratory is not their lifework. | 

Mr. Banwan. I had another question related to this subject. 
Speaking of the prestige that can be attached to a research and develop- 
ment officer corps for career purposes, 1] wonder if you are familiar 
with the system that the German Army uses in providing research 
and development ideas for the general staff in Germany? 

Dr..Vox Nevmany. I am not too familiar with it. It is my im- 
pression, however, that during the last war the Germans did not 
manage their research and development. well. I don’t know how fair 
an impression that ts, but it is my impression that they did not do 
their work toe well. They did some things brilliantly, but they 
handled many others poorly. | 

By and large, the British organization was better and kept. house 
better with the available resources. 

Mr. Banwan. We heard remarks from our own military people 
Which seemed to admire the German system and eredit them with 
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several discoveries which were far ahead of ours in the field of guided 
missiles, for instance. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. They were verv good in guided missiles. 

Mr. Ikxakp. I had the impression that their appraisal was that the 
German people were research-minded, and that they had an atmos- 
phere of research that was far above ours, rather than the military 
system being better. 

Mr. McCormack. That was my impression, too. 

Mr. RrEHLMAN. I think that was about the statement given by 
General Phillips, who gave us that information, that the scientists 
were really farther advanced and were moving faster in those different 
fields than we were in this country in World War II. The specifi- 
cally named the guided missile and some other projects that thev had 


pretty well under way in World War IT, and on which we had not 


gotten started. 

Mr. Batwan. Apparently they had a better climate in which these 
ideas and research and development grow. 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. For one thing, I think they failed in one, and 
that was a large-scale organization. They had some excellent: men 
and some excellent projects. For instance, they developed # long- 
range guided missile far ahead of evervbody else, but manrped to get 
it into action when it was too lete. 

Mr. Batwan. That was their production lag. 

ne Von NEUMANN. So the overall planning of the effort was not 

ood. 
Mr. Rresuman. The planning and the production were not properly 
carried together, apparently. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes, they were weak in what is ususlly called 
systems analysis. They had one part of the svstem, but not the 
other. It is claimed they spent 1 vear in getting the V-1 guided 
missile out of the condition where it “hunted.” “Hunting”? means 
that it doesn’t fly straight. Apparently they could herve launched 
their V—1’s if thev had not insisted on meking them fly straight. The 
fact of life is that it is casier to shoot it. down if it does fly straight. 
It would have been a better weapon if it had “hunted.” However, 
the people who developed it were acronautical engineers and they 
just would not. produce an object which would not fly straight. So 
there was a lack in having no one to step in and tell that this “im- 
provement” was harmful, and that they could have stopped the 
development sooner by 1 year and come out with a better weapon. 

These higher level coordinations were not adequate. They were 
usually ehead of evervbody else in guided missiles, but on the other 
hand, they completely mismanaged atomic energy, and they were 
slightly behind on rockets. 

At one decisive point the Russians were ahead of them on rockets, 


and they probably lost the battle of Stalingrad because they did not 


realize the importance of rockets. 

Mr. McCormack. You were talking, before we started asking you 
questions. Will you come back to that, please? 

Dr. Von NeEuMANN. These were just remarks on one of the changes 
about the military management, in faboratorics where there is military 
management. 

There is the further question, whether there should be military 


management in these laboratories. One has to admit one thing in 
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favor of military management unquestionably, namely, that under 

the conditions under which the Government operates, it is very difficult 

to get good industrial executives. There is a very peculiar situation 
in these large research and development organizations, and quite 
particularly development plants that people whose job is in every 

respect the job of an industrial executive gets a salary that is 2 or 3 

or 4 or 5 times less than what the men doing precisely the same thing 

would get in industry. 

Thus there is a chronic shortage of executive talent in Government 
work. 

However, there is one class of people who are trained to be adminis- 
trators, and who are conditioned not to expect industrial salaries, and 
they are the military officers. Therefore, it is a fact of life that one of 
the important sources of managerial talent which is available to the 
Government 18 in the military, and if one wants to eliminate this, one 
has to do something about how to get industrial executives into the 
Government service, which is probably a very difficult thing to 
adjust to. 

Mr. Baunwan. Tle OSRD, which was outside the military during 
the war, survived primarily because there was an emergency in ae 
we could draw upon people. 

Mr. Von NeuMANN. Yes; this was an absolute emergency. First 
of all, this was wartime, so everybody considered it completely reason- 
able that he did not necessarily receive the maximum pay for his 
particular talent, and furthermore everybody knew that it was for a 
< relatively short time. This cannot be repeated in the long pull. 

Mr. Bauwan. To some extent we have the parallel in the Atomic 
Energy Commission, where we have the Chairman and the general 
manager, who are military people, managers that we can probably 
keep in there, because they are the kind of people who are devoting a 
career to it. Would that be a correct observation? 

Dr. Von Neumann. Yes. However, the Chairman has a high 
military rank, but by his background he is a civilian, and a man of 
independent means. The general manager, on the other hand, is a 
retired Army officer. 

Mr. McCormack. Does the man have to be a scientist in another 
field to occupy a managerial position? 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. No, but he has to have a very good scientific 
education. 

2 Mr. McCormack. For instance, to what extent? A very good 

- s ; : scientific education in what way? Would you sort of claborate on 

Be a — that for the record? . 

Ba ile tage radnes  2at tr, ee a Dr. Von Neumann. Well, he has to have a very good understanding 
and has to know the subject. verv well. It is not decisive that he 
should have made original contributions. It is more important that 
he should be able to understand human relations very well. 

In science itself the criteria are, of course, different. There is a 
fundamental principle that the one thing that is absolutely important 

is is originality, and it is not so important how good the man’s human 
relations are. There it is a Neale of the code that you disregard how 
easy or hard a man is to get along with, and you ash primarily whether 
he can produce something new. 

This 1s clearly not the primary criterion if you evaluate men from 
the point of view of their qualification for managing the affairs of 
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others. Yet, it is necessary there, too, that the man on to , although 
he will not understand everything in minute detail much better than 
everybody else under him, at least be not too far behind them. 

Mr. McCormack. I think that is self-evident, but I simply wanted 
it for the record, the reasons for your opinion. Do you want to 
proceed now? 

Dr. Vox Neumann. Let me add another thing. All these things 
arc important. In the long run they will be the ones that. matter, 
However, one would be giving a completely distorted picture, from 
the immediate point of view, if one did not point out that right now 
there is another problem which is much more urgent. This is the 
problem of how we handle security. It. is very serious and it is grow- 
Ing more and more serious as time goes on. At this moment this is 
our major problem and I think it would be very important that 
Congress, and this committee in particular, give it a great deal of 
attention. 

The security problem in its present form is quite new. In less 
acute ways, of course, it always existed. However, the problem now 
is much more important than it was a few years ago, and we are now 
ina very peculiar situation, which always obtains when something 
becomes important which was not. 80 important before. Then these 
ad hoc methods with which one could deal with the thing before it 
became important, prove to be inadequate and one sees all their 
inherent weaknesses, 

We could afford to deal with security in an ad hoc manner as long 
as seerrity problems and security cases were rare. But now SCCULILY 
problems are gigantic, the attention of the public is concentrated on 
them, and therefore, we must develop a better and more systematic 
wavy to deal with them. 

tight now we are with security in a legal no-man’s-land. 

On the one lund whether somebody is acceptable from the point 
of view of security is merely one of several qualifications for certain 
sensitive jobs. Now whether a man is qualified for a job is not a 
legal or judicial matter. It is merely a matter for the potential 
employer's subjective evaluation. It will therefore, be handled rather 
informally, o ) 

On the other hand, public attention is now focused on this problem, 
and the public frequently views security proceedings as minor trials 
for treason. Yet we are still living with a system where this is an 
administrative matter and handled administratively and not judi- 
cially. This is a very bad situation because by now the public puts a 
judicial interpretation on all the administrative measures that are 
taken, and the administrative measures, have to be taken by adminis- 
trators and not by judges, and, therefore without most of the safe- 
guards that would surround a judicial procedure. 

We must either convince the public that it is not a matter involving 
a man’s honor and good citizenship whether he is or is not a security 
risk, in which case one can continue to handle it informally and ad- 
ministratively, or else we have to admit that it is a capital matter in 
which case one has to develop judicial methods and deal with it. 

Practically speoking, 1 think that it will be hard to convince the 
people at large that. a securitv matter is not a capital matter. Bv now 
everybody believes that this is very important, that. this has a lot to do, 
no matter what we say, with loyalty and good citizenship. Conse- 
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quently, I think you ought to consider very seriously how to get this 
from the administrative into the judicial area, presumably by legis- 
lation. Of course, this will not be easy. 

The legislation will have to very very careful, and it would be | 
rash and improper for me to make detailed suggestions, but I think 
we should realize that this by now is a responsibility of the legislature 
and ought te be recognized by it. 

Mr. Ries_Man. Apparently you feel that this matter of security is 
having a tremendous effect on our scientists working in these different 
fields of research and development for the Government? 

Dr. Von NEuMANN. Yes, 1t has a very considerable effect. I think 
that remarks like those that scientists will cease to work for the 
Government, ‘and so on, are loose and I would not take them quite 
seriously, but that this disturbs people, that this is a very serious 
matter, 1s certainly true. * 

Mr. RireHLMAN. In your experience, have you had many people 
call that to your attention and discuss it with you? 

Dr. Von Neumann. As vou surely know, in the circles in which I 
move it is very hard to keep away from this business. The problem 
is not how much you hear about this, but how many opportunities do 
you get to talk about something else, and I have just thwarted a very 
good occasion right now. 

Mr. RieHLMAN. I am sure there ede of talk about it. The 
thing that we are primarily interested in 1s just exactly how it is 
affecting the research and development program and the scientists 
participating in it. 

Dr. Von NeEuMANN. It is very disturbing, because very many 
people are worried about it. Very many people who have some ° 
trivial blot way back in their past do not know whether they can 
take a chance on getting into sensitive work, although the matter may 
be irrelevant, and they could do very good work in this area. 

Mr. McCormack. Outside of that on the question of security, 
suppose the policy of the military is massive retahation, which means 
the offensive, and a scientists believes that in addition to a strong 
offense there should be strong defenses established for the protection 
of the people in our cities, some people might construe such a person 
us a security risk because he is a strong advocate of research for’ 
defensive purposes as well as offensive purposes. 

: That goes into thought control, doesn’t it? 
F Dr. Von NeEuMANN. It certainly could. There is a grave danger 
oe az | : of confusing a technical opinion with a political intention. 

| ee Og Mr. McCormack. How serious is that? 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. However, much more trivial things than this 
are dangerous. I mean, it is very dangerous that large numbers of 
people live in constant fear because some associations they had in the 

ast, some indiscretions they have committed in the past may come 
ack and damage them and nobody who is not absolutely unblemished 
knows for sure where he stands. Nobody knows what the methods 
of rehabilitation are, or if they exist. Also, to have once been dropped 
’ for security reasons, is for the average person, and especially for small 
people, a professional catastrophe. It is perfectly true that this 
applies only for sensitive jobs, but more and more segments of the 
industries in which anybody is expected to be employed have sensitive 

jobs. Many large companies find it embarrassing not to be able to 
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move their people around freely, and so it is a very important pro- 
fessional qualification to be clearable, and to lose your clearance in 
some, industries is about as pleasant as for a doctor to be expelled 
from the AMA. 

It is a very serious thing which affects people’s professional reputa- 
tions and it is a fiction, which was true a long time ago, but it is not 
true now, that these are confidential matters that are handled in 
camera. To have these things regulated by law and judicial process 
is just as important as having a civil service. It ought to be carefully 
thought out how rigid the rules should be that will cover this area. 

Mr. McCormack. I do not think that that last expression of yours 
will find anything but hearty approbation by anyone around this table. 
But we are here listening to you present your views for our benefit 
and to enable us to see what we can do to improve it. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. I think I have touched on the critical area. 

Mr. Lantarr. In connection with the security-risk problem you 
have mentioned, that it is a legislative matter, what specific recom- 
mendations would you have in that field? 

Dr. Von Neumann. I would certainly not undertake to suggest 8 
legislative program. It is very difficult. But I think it ought to be 
possible to have legislation which defines quite rigidly in civil service 
and also in working on Government contracts what the criteria of 
security are, under what conditions past behavior before the enact- 
ment of these Jaws will be evaluated, which set the relationship to 
the principle of not passing ex post facto laws and of avoiding “double 
jeopardy.” Some agencies make a real effort to make these admin- 
istrative security boards opcrate almost like a court. Others do it 
much more informally. However, in fact, none of them operate 
entirely like a court. 

Mr. IxHarp. In many instances it is not even handled by an 
administrative body. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. There are, of course, all kinds of pressures 
bearing on these people, and in cases where everybody would like to 
keep the matter confidential, it cannot be kept so, because every body 
thinks that it will come out anyway and acts accordingly. 

By now it is clear that these problems will be with us for a Jong - 
time. Indeed, unless the Russians reform, or unless there is a war 
very quickly, these problems will be with us for decades. 

Mr. LantaFF. I take it that you mean that the Executive order 
under which we now provide for clearances or the finding that some- 
body is a security risk is not a good Executive order in that connection? 

Dr. Von Neumann. I think mainly, that it is by now the third 
Executive order in this area. In other words, the rules have been 
changed 3 times, which makes it possible to try people 3 times for 
the same offense. It is true that it is not an offense, and it is true 
that it is not a trial, but public opinion views it that way, and no 
matter what we tell each other, some of the odium of multiple trials 
for the same offense adheres to it. 

Mr. Lanrarr. You make the point that if I am a scientist. and I got 
into the Government at a time when, let us say, Cuba is a part of the 
free world, and then later on Cuba becomes dominated by the Com- 
munists, and I have a large segment of my family in Cuba, that I 
might find out that under a change in world events I might become 
a security risk. 
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Dr. Von Neumann. This is not even what I mean. ‘Ins is, of 
course, a hardship and something ought to be done about hardships 
of this type, but they are inherent in what goes on in the world that 
such hardships will arise. The thing that really worries me is this, 
that if somebody’s name was considered under the second Executive 
order which dealt with these matters, and he was cleared, he has then 
a bona fide right to assume he is really cleared, yet there comes 
along a third Executive order which makes the criteria more rigid. 
Under those conditions it is not the individual’s, but the Government’s 
fault that the second Executive order was too lax. It is the Govern- 
ment’s fault that it did not immediately come up with the proper law 
and not the individual’s. What I say here are just aornelanacile: 
in law. 

If one day Congress decides that the laws of murder are too lax, 
then everybody who has been tried under previous laws will get the 
benefit of that. it is just a dangerous principle that the Government 
finds out in successive stages what the law should be, and the indi- 
vidual incurs multiple risks in the process. 

I realize that what I say is legally sloppy, because these are not 
laws, but the merit of the case is still this. 

Mr. Ikarp. In other words, what you are saying is that if a person 
is cleared under existing regulations, and then at some subsequent 
date he should be criticized or in effect have an unfavorable ruling 
for having worked during tho period that he was cleared under a 
bad order or a bad law? 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes; in this case I think it is only fair to say 
the Government is to be blamed. If the rigid criteria are the proper 
ones, it is the Government’s fault that they were not applied imme- 
diately. Itis no excuse that it was an earlier, and other, government. 

Mr. Ikarp. You are stating a very fundamental principle, that 
. we adhere to, or supposedly has been one of our fundamental pre- 
cepts of government. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. I think it is a fundamental principle and one 
observes it in every other area. Security offenses are not more 
dangerous than espionage, and not more reprehensible than murder. 
Hence, they need not be treated without the safeguards with which 
the latter ore treated. 

Py we a mee Ee oF I do not say this in any contentious spirit. I merely say it is high 
BR a ae | time to go and do something, and that Congress should do something 
ue | about this. 

= a oe . - Mr. Lantarr. How do you handle it when you have a change. in 
i a a world events which would change your concept of a security risk 
S (& like the situation I mentioned in Cuba? Do you think that if a 
: person is cleared this vear, and 20 vears from now that country is 
under foreign domination, that they should forever be cleared regard- 

less of their sympathy? 
Dr. Vox NEuMANN. That, I would say, is an accident for which 
the individual is not responsible. ‘The Government, of course, should 
protect its interest and in that case the Government should find a 
; formula to move the man into an unsensitive position without sus- 
pending his clearance. Such things can happen in any organization, 
that a man, who through no fault of his own one day ceases to satisfy 
certain criteria, so that the organization cannot continue him in a 
job for which he is not suited. ‘Then one has to find some tactful 
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form for reassigning him but without offense or damage to his 
reputation. | 

Mr. McCormack. Don’t you think that as important as that 1s, 
that that is something that is bound to resolve itself in a satisfactory 
way? We are going through a sort of a wave, a burden, and every- 

y is under strain. There is a lot of fear around in the world, and 
don’t you think that that is something which the logic is bound to 
satisfactorily solve? 

Dr. Von Neumann. J think that the strain in the world may go on 
a good long time. The strain under which wo live politically may 
easily continue for a generation. 

Mr. McCormack. That is dependent on the other side, what their 
actions are. 

Dr. Von NreuMANN. But it has been going on for 10 years, and 
10 vears is a long time; and if it has been going on for 10 years, it 
might easily go on another 10 years. 

I] have a lot of confidence that the problem will have to be solved, 
but I think it will have to be solved by legislation. I do not bank on 
the problem of security disappearing, because it is completely outside 
our control, it exists for reasons Aa which we can do absolutely 
nothing. It may not. disappear. 

Mr. McCormack. Legislating in a Pe of emotionalism is liable 
to bring about greater abuses than legislating under more normal condi- 
tions. I know that through experience. 

The thought in my wainid was along the lines that Mr. Lantaff indi- 
cated, that probably the immediate solution would be by Executive 
order, When you use the word “legislation,” you are using it in terms 
of governmental action, are you not, in the broader sense? 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. It could be any kind of governmental action, 
provided that it did establish the judicial character of these proceed- 
ings. 
Mr. McCormack. During the war there existed a pretty effective 
working partnership between the military and the scientists. You 
have testified to that already. : 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes. 

Mr. McCormack. And there was between the professional men and 
the scientists, there was an effective working relationship, or we might 
term it partnership for descriptive purposes. 

Dr. Von Neumann. Yes; 1 think it worked very well. 

Mr. McCormack. Any kind of a relationship between human beings 
requires mutual respect and an understanding mind to get the maxli- 
mum results. That is axiomatic, anyway, isn’t it? 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes. | 

Mr. McCormack. Do you think the relationship between the mill- 
tary and science, and I will confine it to the scientist, is as good now as 
it was during the war? 

Dr. Vox Neumann. Yes; I think it is intrinsically as good. 

Mr. McCormack. You say intrinsically. Is it as good? 

Dr. Vox Neumann. Oh, yes. If anything, it is better. In other 
words, the {wo groups are more used to each other, 1 would think 
that the things which mainly require looking at are organizational 
matters and not so much the attitudes of individuals. 

Mr. McCormack. Will you elaborate on what would come under 
the purview of organizational matters as you just used that phrase? 
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Dr. Von Neumann. Well, for instance, the thing ] mentioned 
earlier, that an officer in charge of a laboratory should not be rotated 
out of that job very soon. "rhis is typically something which has 
nothing to do with the attitude of the individual. There is nothing 
wrong about the attitude of an officer who doesn’t want to do some-. 
thing which harms him professionally, and right now staying on in 
one place harms him professionally. 

There are e few other things, and there are laboratories which are 
on military posts where the social coexistence of-the military and the 
civilians require some adjustment. I am sure you know about these 
matters. 

Mr. McCormack. Dr. Vannevar Bush is a pretty good authority; 
would you say? | 
Dr. Von NEUMANN. Yes. 3 

Mr. McCormack. Have you read his article in last Sunday’s New 
York Times? 

Dr. Von NEuMANN. Yes, I saw it. 
Mr. McCormack. Did you notice in there that he went to the ex- 
tent of saying that the relationship has been gravely damaged and is 

in danger of being gradually destroyed? Did you see that? 

Dr. Vox NEUMANN. Yes, I saw that. 

Mr. McCormack. What are your views on that? 

Dr. Von Neumann. I wouldn’t say it is being destroyed. It is 
certainly being damaged. There is no doubt about it. 

| r. McCormack. His language was that it is being gravely dam- 
aged. 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. I wouldn’t say its relationship to the military, 
but its relationship to the Government. 

Mr. McCormack. He went pretty thoroughly into it, and he covered 
respective views pretty thoroughly. He said: 

During the war there was produced an effective working partnership between 
scientists and military men, in fact, more broadly between professional men and 
officers of Gover:snent. It grew slowly, and it encountered many obstacles, but 
the time came vhen civilian scientists and engineers were working in harmony 
With military men under conditions of mutual respect, contributing their joint 
efferts cfeetively to a common cause. This was an exceedingly important and 
valuable partnership, for it is the nature of modern war that neither military 
then nor scientists alone can grasp the trends in the art and its probable evolu- 
tion; it can be adie ah in concert. but only if there is an atmosphere of under- 
standing and mutual regard. 

This partnership, so essential to our future safety, has been gravely damaged and 
ix being gradually destroved. This is indeed a matter which warrants the earnest 
thought of us all. [none way or another, the trend must be reversed, for we face 
an adroit and skillful enemy who has shown that he can apply science effectively 
to means of waging war. 

Now, coming from Dr. Vannevar Bush, I consider that to be quite 
significant. Tave you any views to express on that subject? 

Dr. Von Neumann. [T wouldn’t be quite so pessimistic. In other 
words, [ wouldn’t use the words that it is being gradually destroyed. 
I would certainly say that it is now being damaged and endangered. 

New MeCenmacn. Yes; that is the point he stressed and the grad- 
ually destroyed was to emphasize the fact that it has been damaged 
to a grave extent. 

Dr. Von Neumann. There was one more thing I wanted to mention, 
but T forgot to bring it up earlier. I think a modus operandi is set up 
for running laboratories by contract. This was done by the Govern- 
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ment and was very successful in several cases. It is, without ex- 
plicity stating it, a principle that I think everybody believes in, that 
if anything exceptionally difficult has to be done, it is most frequently 
done by an ad hoc contract. | 

Consider what happened when the Korean war started and simul- 


“taneously with this, although it was not particularly related to it, 


the inadequancies of our air defense were realized. Immediately wo 
set up a contract at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
One of the very best Iaboratories of the Government, Los Alamos, 18 


run by contract. Another good example is the Rand Corp. 
2s * * * * & * 


Mr. Lantarr. Have you ever evaluated your thought there to 
determine whether or not there have been greater scientific achieve- 
ments that have been made through letting 2 contractor or a private 
institution carry out the work rather than lave it done by a Govern- 
ment-operated laboratorv? 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. You mean in research and development? 

Mr. LantarFr. Yes. 

Dr. Von Neumann. I think by and large the contracts have been 
more successful. 

a LantarFrF. Is there any way that we could get a comparison of 
that’ ; 

Dr. Von Nevmann. My impression, for instance, is that in the 
field of operations research where a number of directly owned Gov- 
ernment operations have worked and where the Rand Carp. has 
worked also, that Rand has by and large been a stronger organization 
and has handled more difficult problems, and has done better than 
what the Air Force could have done directly in a laboratory of their 
own. It is a very successful operation. 

I think that, as a technical Government laboratory goes, the Los 
Alamos Laboratory is something quite exceptional and outstanding. 
It is a contract. ’ 

I repeat: You will probably find that cach time when something 
really difficult came up, the people in the Government who had to 
make the decisions instinctively started to look fora contractor. * * *, 

Mr. Rresiman. I know the doctor has to be out of here by. 11 
o’clock because he must catch a train. Time will be very limited. 

Do you have other questions, Mr. Ikard? 

Mr. IKarp. No. 

Mr. RresuMan. Mr. Lantaff, do you have any further questions? 

Mr. LantaFrF. No. - 

Mr. Rienxitman. Mr. McCormack? 

Mr. McCormack. No further questions. 

Mr. Riesuman. I think in supplementing what you have had to 
say here today, we would like to give you an opportunity to read the — 
oe as it has been made, making any corrections that you would 

c to. 

Dr. Von NeumaANN. I would very much appreciate it. I surely 
have forgotten some things. I would also like to make some stylistic 
revisions. 

Mr. Riew~Man. That would be very helpful and there might be 
some additional remarks that you would like to add to those that 
you have already made. That would be very helpful to the com- 
mittee on this project. 
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As you are revising your remarks, I would like to have you keep 
in mind that this is an executive session, which you understand, and 
if the committee should make up its mind at some future time to 
make the hearings public, we want you to have that in mind when you 
are revising your remarks. I wouldn’t want you to strike anything, 
but if there is anything that you would care to have deleted from the 
printed record, you could make a notation of it. 

Dr. Von NeumMANN. Yes, unless otherwise marked, this may be 
included in your publication. If any part of it is not so, I will make 
such notation. 

Mr. RiEHxLMAN. Very good, and we would not want you to hesitate 
to give us additional information that you would think would be 
helpful that you would want to mark “‘secret,” and not to be put 
in as a public record. 

Dr. Von Neumann. Yes. 

Mr. RieHLMAN. I know that you are on some important committees 
at the present time, and I wonder if you could tell the members of the 
committee the organizations on which you are serving at the present 
time. 

Dr. Von NeuMANN. With respect to this matter? 

Mr. RreEHLMAN. Your activities regarding rescarch and develop- 
ment. 

Dr. Von NEUMANN. I am not now, and I have never been full time 
in the Government service, although during the war I spent practically 
all of my time in bits and pieces of various Government jobs, but I 
have essentially been a consultant. What 1 have been telling you here 
is not. entirely “from the inside”, it is perhaps half “in” and half 
“out.” 1] probably spend now 20 percent of my time on Government 
work as a consultant. 

T am a member of the General Advisory Committee of the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

am a consultant of the Ios Alamos Laboratory of the Atomic 
Enorgy Commission, and recently also of the Livermore Laboratory. 
s & * ad i ® * 


I am a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Air 
Force, and the chairman of one of the panels of this board. * * *. 
IT am also a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the 
Ballistic Research Laboratories of the Army Ordnance in Aberdeen. 
I am also a member of Mr. Quarles’ Technical Advisory Panel of 
Atomic Energy. 
* s * * * & * 


These are the essential ones. 

Mr. RrenumMan. | think we will have to excuse the doctor, and we 
decply appreciate your coming down here and giving us this infor- 
mation. : 

Dr. Vor Neumann. Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. RrequMan. The committee will stand in recess at this time, 
and will reconvene at 2 o’clock this afternoon in the same room. 

(Thereupon, at 11 4. m., the committee took a recess until 2 p. m., 
the same day.) 
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ne The Director requested to be advised whethér we Baie, : 
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Office yi vLemorandum ° _UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


an investigation concerning Von Neumann, 


Request received from the White House 10/1/5 by letter 
dated 9/30/5h to investigate Von Neumann as he was a candidate for 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Attorney General and copies of the Summary furnished to the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense; G-2, Department of the Army; 
Office of Naval Intelligence; and the Atomic Energy Commission 
as the appointee was a consultant to these agencies. 


| Summary trensmitted 10/18/5i to the White House and the 


The October 19, 195, issue of the Washington "Svening 
Ster™ contained an article which reflected thet Von Neumann testified 
before the House Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Cperetions 
in June, 1954. The article further revealed that this testimony was 


. released to the public on October 19, 1954, and indicated that Von 
+) Neumann criticized the Government's security program. 


A supplemental letter reflecting the appointee's 4 
testimony before the committee was transmitted to the White House i 
end the Attorney General on October 21, 195, and copies of the 
letter were furnished to the above-mentioned agencies, 


A copy of the summary and the supplemental letter 
attached. : 
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None. For information. 
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International News 


DR. JOHN von NEUMANN 
e Ae appointed to AEC ® 


| 
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| Von Neumann: 


7 sf Named AEC 


an Commissioner 


Associated Fress f 


President Eisenhower yester- 
day named a 50-year-old math-; 
ematics professor, Dr. John: 
von. Neumann,~to the remain-, 
ing vacancy on the five-man. 
Atomic Energy Commission. | 

A naturalized American who. 
was born in Budapest, Hun-,: 
gary, Von Neumann succeeds? 
Eugene M. Zuckert in the! 
.$18,000-a-year post for a five- ; 
year term ending June 30, 1959. ' 


se ——szUtkert left when ees be 


expired last June 30. 
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As Member of AEC 


: clear 
Air Force’s Scientific Adyi 
1 “Beerd. He also has been a con- 
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~~ Von Neumann has compiled a 
distinguished record as a 
Scientists and has been a pro- 
fessor at the Institute for Ad- 
vanced Study at Princeton, 
N. J., since 1933. 

Director of the Institute is 
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, the: 
pioneer atomic scientist who 
Was declared a security risk by; 
the Commission last June. He 
had been an adviser to the Com- 
mission. The Institute is not a 
part of Princeton University. — 

The White House listed Von 
Neumann as a political inde- 
pendent, which makes the new 


Commission lineup three Re- 
publicans, one Democrat and 
one independent. The law does 
not require anv specific political 
ratio among the Commission- 
ers. The only Democrat, Thomas 
E. Murray, is the sole remain- 
ing appointee of former Presi- 
dent Truman. 

Von Neumann is the second 
current member of the com- 
mission to have a Scientific 
background. The other is Dr. 
Willard Frank Libby, a Uni-| 
versity of Chicago atomic 
Scientist appointed to succeed 
Dr. Henry D. Smyth last Sep-. 
tember 30. 

Both nominations must be! 
Passed on by the Senate. 

Von Neumann became a: 
naturalized citizen on August ' 
1, 1937. Besides achievements : 
in the scientific and educa- | 
tional fields, he has served on' 
a humber of Government advis- 
ory groups including the Gen-, 
eral Advisory Committee to’ 
the Atomic Energy Commis-: 
sion and, as chairman of a nu-; 
weapons panel, on the. 
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sultant to the Central Intelli-; 
gence Agency. | 
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Faith in Oppenheimer 


| PRINCETON, N. J, Oct. 23 
- M.—Dr. John‘ Von Neumann| 


was one of 26 members of the 
Institute for Advanced Study 
who issued a statement last 
June saying their confidence in 
the loyalty of Institute Direc-; 
tor J. Robert Oppenheimer 
had hot been shaken by his 
loss of Governmént security 
clearance. eos | 
‘Von Neumann said today 
following his appointment as 
a member of the Atomic Energy | 
Commission that he stands by; 
the statement signed then. He’ 
said he would ask for a leave of 
absence to take up his new 
duties if his appointment is 


confirmed, but would not resign. 
from the _Institute. 
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=r)" Dr. Oppenheimer later was ad-|he said, recommending‘ “the 
Named Atomic Commissioner | sea crus ist ty fbe| Congress cnc egiton 
..-{ AEC and his clearance for clas- }T J ecurity ..progre 
@.| Sified Government information ! | re 40% 
‘lf Was suspended. He recently was 
(1 re-elected director of. the Insti- 
- ih tute for Advanced Study._: 
-|4 ‘Dr. Von Neumann, who was 
called as a witness. by Dr. Op- 
: ae aeoe also testified at the 
‘fj hearing that this associate took unre 
the decision for an all-out H- ty although the 
‘bomb program “with very good | ay-'be irrelevant, « sand the 
grace and co-operated.” area do very good wor ir th 
| The new commissioner had | a 
beat’ aed nether “Or “Dp foe Won Neon it 
‘penheimer was holding ‘back in nen 
ithe effort to develop the: bomb. | tion of Dr. Vannevar Bush,. pres 


, {He added that Dr. Oppenheimer | igent of the Carnegie Institutior 


: {gave “very constructive” help. that. th 
a | e wartime parthershi, 
| Dr. Oppenheimer attempted to between military and ‘scienc 


persuade him to accept his view hae b “ estroyed” b 
! that an all-out program should ' tne oe ote 


‘not be undertaken, he said, but: « : 

nee that there was any “pres- Vv eo nything, a better,” Dr 

_-AP Photo.’ | sure” exerted. on Neumann said of relation 
| between the armed services: air 


‘Dr. Von Neumann, 
' Princeton Scientist, 
Urged H-Bomb Use 


By L. Edgar Prina 


' Dr. John Von Neumann, .&8| . 
defender of Dr. J. Robert Op- | - 
, penheimer and a critic of the! .; 
Administration’s personnel se- 
eer program, yesterday was| - 
: appointed to the Atomic Energy | : 
* Commission for a five-year term : 
‘by President Eisenhower. . 

The 50-year-old mathematics | = 
professor at the Institute of Ad- | 
‘yanced Study, Princeton, N. J., 
One of the few top atomic scien- 7 Os 
‘tists who advocated an all-out | occ, 
hydrogen bomb effort, thus be- 
came Gen. Lee s fourth: 
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| Selection of Dr. Von Neumann | Dr. Von N describes him- _fefdent a involved: an ap-| Gen. Eisenhower vappoirite: 
ne on Neumann describes - | proac 
‘brings the commission to its’ ..jf as an independant. . Oppenheimer in’ pr. Edwin M. McMillan, physic 


a for ponies which was: professor at the University © 
With .the new member, ee e passed on to the Russians, ‘ California, to fill Dr. Von 

bee time large ee AEC will have two scientist com- Dr. Von Neumann replied: ‘mann’s post with the aac 
ee expl : ‘missioners serving simultaneous-{ “Look, you have to view the! He also named Dr. Warren-C 
i Three Republicans, all a@P-j yy The other one is Dr. Libby, a| Performance and character of a‘ Johnson, head of the Universit: 
: pointed by Gen. Eisenhower, cur-/ chemistry professor on leave | man as a whole. This episode, if/of Chicago chemistry depart. 
“rently are serving: Chairman ! from the University of Chicago. true, would make me think that|ment, to the GAC. Both. term: 


Lewis L. Strauss, Joseph Camp- Dr. Von Neumann is a native 5 ee . in 1942 and 1943, he was not Gre to expire Aug 1, 1960. 
‘of Hungary and became nat-' 4 emotionally and intellectually : ne 4 


; full membership of five for the: 


ee and Dr. Willard F. Libby.! 
eos F, Murray, a Truman | . prepared to handle this kind of a 
mmis the only Democrat. i (See VON NEUMANN, Pg. A-7.) job: that he subsequently 
ee learned to handle it,-and h&n- 
died it very well, I know. 
“Unknown Universe.” 


“I would say that all of us in f 
| the war years ...I mean all p 7 Loew 
people in scientific technical oc- pleati—m ug. 
Bette got suddenly in con- » q 
act with a universe we had not | 
ae before... - Wes Ha. = 
“We were involved in a tri- 
angular war and two of our ene- / oO VA > ff ot 
,mies had done suddenly the nice 
i thing of fighting each other_. 
on, was @ very peculiar situa- 
an 
“None of us had been edu- | re fo fo _ 
.cated or conditioned to exist in| 
{this situation, and we had to' 
; make our rationalization and Our : 
code of conduct ‘as .we went | 
along.” 
Last June befare “the House 
Government Operations Com-' 
mittee, Dr. Von" Neuman 
arp criticism of the per- | 
nnel. security system. 
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Von Neumann 
(Continued From. First Page.) 


uralized in 1937. He has been a 
member of the General Advisory 
Committee of the AEC since 
1952, a consultant to the Central 
Intelligence Agency, president of 
the American Mathematical So- 
ciety and .a member of the 
scientific: advisory board of the 
ce. 

He worked at the Les Alamos 
‘atomic bomb laboratory from j 
/ 1943 to 1945. - 


Testified for Oppenheimer. 


Testifying at the securi ty hear- |! 
ing for Dr. Oppenheimer last | 
April, Dr. Von Neumann said 
that he had no doubt as to the 
of the wartime director 
Alamos, whom he: first | 


